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Sir Frederick Fitzormond soon ob« 

■X- ■ ■ - 

tained from his volatile piece the char 
rafter ;Qf a peevish old fellow^ who was 
a plague to himself, and a source of con* 
' ^iDual vexatipn to all around bim. Her 
Itecollection of his misfortunes was 
9pon lost in the present trouble he oc« 
casioned her, s^id the restraint which 
bts presence so frequently imgo^ied ooL 



tier gaiety; Jbesides* he. was o&en inter- 
fering and thrusting in his advice when 
it was not sought for 4 sometimes be 
thought tiiere was too much levity in her 
manners ; sometiiQes too much rouge 
in her face ; her dress w^s frequently 
too thin« and the ornaments of her head 
preposterous* To be .sure, he always 
added some kind <xf apology for his 
xudeness, such aH-— ^ excuse an old 
man's bluntness !**—'« Attribute my i!i-* 
terference to my affection, and my 
wish to see you perfect !" — ** Pardon 
me if I am too talkative on tliese sub- 
jects V^ and a variety of similar remarkii 
which he threw out to bring her back 
to good humour, bat which could never 
do away the effect of the sarcasms 
which had preceded them. Such ob« 
servations were intolerdi>Ie ^ she had a 
fight to consult her own pleasure ; and 
j$he wto resolved, at least for tbeppre- 
sent, not to ooliceda thh privilege to 



anjr tme. Yet^ bow to curb her uncIeV 
petulence she knew not ; it would be 
highly imprudent to offend him^ since 
be might not live to give her uneasiness 
many months longer^ and his fortune 
must not be lost for want of a little for« 
bearance« These considerations swayed 
ber resohition, and determined her at 
all events, to put up with the unplea- 
gantries for a time, until fate should in- 
terpose and free her £roai the incum* 
brance which now so much annoyed 
her. 

Sir Edward too appeared to think 
that her uncle's fortune was a grand 
objecty and that no means ought to be 
spared to secure its reversion ; and his 
opinion had great weight with her Lady- 
ship, for his attentioni had become 
more close, and less remitted than ever. 
Yet it was odd, it was strange, it was 
VKlHf unaccountable, that he had never 
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taken any notice of the boon to %hich 
he alluded in his note; surety it meant 
more than permission to press her 
ftand, to kiss l)er lips, and such like 
frifling concessions which needed n<? 
khid of preface whatever. Yet he ha^ 
Confined himself to these, and beyond 
these, not a word or hintextended. Wa^ 
it that he wished nothing further, or 
that bis superfluous modesty checked- 
the utterance of his wishes ? He«urely 
ihdst and did look for something more r 
for what man would be satisfied with 
kissing the person for whom he had an 
affection,; and would he condescend 
thus to toy with a female whom he did 
liot love ? It was evident then, at leas* 
to her Ladyship, that Sir Ed^ard-s si^ 
lence proceeded from his timidity, and 
. that, if a favourable opportunity ofiered 
itself, he would certainly embrace it, to 
throw off the cloak w hioh conteealed his 
xeal 'Sentiments. The only ^eMkt 
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theov Wa% how. tp afford him this,0{y 
portonity; bis daily visits presented 
jQrequeat ocg^iops^*— -but could she b4- 
giD the sabj^ct ^ Ho, that would be in- 
decoFous^^ and might tend to defeitt the 
^bjeclr she sought to obtain. She muatt 
then^seek to draw him iuto her snar^, 
without hi&,perceiving her art ; this was 
tihe only Ivay, howi^ver dilBcuU it migb^ 
fippear^, and she must Consent 16 have 
•recourse to this method^or be oompelleA 
'to drag on her days heavily, noder it 
uiuspence of the most painful nature. . 

•} :But another thought quickly sug- 
'gefst^ itself. Might not. her uncle 
•aerve ber materially in tbis instance ; 
'^and, by sounding Sir Edward, accom- 
•plish the object without compelling her 
•to take a conspicuous part in It? She 
4)ouId- more readily tell her uncle, that 
ghe loved Sir£dward» than she could tell 
Juttk so.himself ; and Jie wouldf no douht 

B 3 
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consent readily to fiirther her views; 
who bttd pkced herself under such res- 
traints to increase his happiness. The 
idea was^ exquisite ; it was we)! calcula- 
ted to remove her suspence immedi* 
ately, and not a moment should be lost 
in making the necessary arrangements; 
and putting theimpbrtant business in a 
train. She would instantly seek Sir Fre« 
derick, and make a fall exposure of her 
love for the handsome baronet, and the 
impossibility of giving up her hopes of 
a return, without sacrificing her hap- 
piness. Sir Frederick had, indeed, been 
much pleased with the company of Sir 
Edward, and this circumstance, she 
hoped, would induce him the more 
readily to take an active part in the 
business. Her hopes of success were 
extremely sanguine; indeed tliere could 
be no doubt, if her uncle would under* 
take the task she had assigned him; and 
if ke would not, she could, even theoj 



iMve veooofse to the other way which 
«he hodoii^nally intended to persoe. . 

' Having thus made np licrmrnd how 
to act. Lady Morgana, without delay, 
fought out her uncle ; but no sooner 
did she find herself in his presence, 
than she found her courage rapidly for* 
BfdKing her, and for some time she sat 
yilentand irresolute. If such was the 
difl^culty of opening her mind to her 
«ncle» how could she have borne to 
have c^fessed her sentiments to StrEd* 
ward himself. This idea soon restored 
her to herself^ and, with some hesita- 
tion she stammered out what she inten« 
ded to say, and then drooped her hea i 
and waited for Sir Frederick's reply. 

** Weil niece,'' said the old man,afler 
^ short pause, ^ there is nothing extra* 
ordinary in all this, — why should not a 
fifft Ml in love as weU as a 
b4 



Ami I i^\h\ fX)W'lk(Hzt«lt'fffff pn^ 
perly «Q entnistfme i^tktt9«X«cutT0il> 
of the business ; not that there can be 
atiydiflftculty in the thtog;' x)h lio, feot 
a bit: H^ut the look of it will be macU 
better than if you bad \betrayed your 
own secrfct. There iiT a good deal itt 
Bonnd management^ depend upon it | 
mid I will manage the matter to per«^ 
fedion. But I wond€^-€hfe' dbg has, not 
adillressed you upon* the subject before 
now* So bandsotfiie as you are> and sd 
rich too, why whAtHhiB^ devil had hd^ 
been thinking Hboul? 'And he fought 
a' duel too> about 'VoH, you say ? Then 
he must like you,, er he would neve# 

w 

haVe been such a fool a» to do Ihat^ 
Perhaps it is bis modesty ; but no, (Ihal 
can never be ; young men, now-a-day«» 
ape Botsb modesi, but they can 'tell 
their own stories to some purpose/ Ati<t 
it cannot be for want of words,^ Ibr hi 
\yfa words enott^' to^ tialft ndlo^n* a wo« 



9 



iBaA< Tbbre tnustte sptneihing thafr* 
})t«venite4l>^hiim,''bbt i^erermind abonr 
that; I will 6^ up his quarters, I'l'* 
warrant you; and see how his heart 
bMtiv Slit I mutt look out for an b^- 
pbrMntQr ofcatohing hold upon him forr^^ 
aivhodr. When^iil he. come hither^, 
uiecje?'' '•:'■'■'■ ' -^ 

•*-»IT. ... . • f 

» ":This very evening l« will be here,.: 
my dear ^ -uncle/* returned; the Lady< 
Morgana^ taking her uncle's hand with-*^ 
ii her^own, and pressing ^ it grateful!/. 
tO'her lips^^'^ryon have made me sa- 
hsijfipyf Inched you have« I will go. putt 
tlo$ 4 veiiiDg; and' leave you alone ; and -. 
Lfvilhg^ve directions forliim tobeshewa' 
upi to you as soon as he comes\; and 
tben you can take your own tnne^. for 
yiiu will be entirely free from all fear .of 
iaterraption; I hope you will buccee^^' 
ahdt I have no dcMibt you will use e v^igr. 
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f hirigs had not 'suggested themselves to 
fier before ; bot she wjsis resolved to al^^ 
low thete considerations their fuH 
Vreight now; and Sir Frederick s(jouM 

• 

iee, ffoitn her aff^ionate cortdoct in 
Ihture, that she was not thitriindfu! of 
bis kind interference on this highly iniV 
portant occasion. No more neglefet 
'^should hie haf?e to cbmpiani of>. as^ie baA 
Tn one or' fvro insi;an<!es found neces^ 
SHty, biit Ml should be gratitivde aind 
iittentiori. .:'.;: 
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From thfsitarotoidht thertiind of Lady 
Morgana, became tb^ B^at ef tiontetid^ 

W m 

ing emotions: ** Hbpe*/ doubts,, and 
ftors" aUern»te)y gained the predomi* 
liancy, and thrive had she chang^ed het 
dress; before ^tile coutd suit h^f taste; 
not that she was so anxious to' eelip«e 
all her competitoi:s'at the palrty lo Whieb 
she w«a going'^ but tifatf wair absOlAteljr 
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io abstracted fVofh her occtipatliA) ; 
fully abeotbed ii^ the contemplation of 
the probable reeillt of the conference 
between her oincle and Sir Edward^ 
that each time she had made somc^ 
egregious^^ blunder^ \vhich compelled 
her to undo what she had done. At 
lengthy having^ pleased herself, aha 

• 

seated herself in a chair, and, resting 
her he^ on her hand, she sunk intO'^ 
66ep> tneditatire inood • ' 
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Sappose Sir: Frederick's message^ or 
rather bis ^ttemptto sound SirEdward*^ 
^iSfKi^itiop towards her should faili^ 
¥efc it could ncarcely;' f^il if her undo 
|>ur3u.ed proper measures. Her loveif 
mu^t exptesfi bis rea^ni^ to pay hia 
Ifidredseis to beiTj or tbet contrary :,bii^ 
ifiL^i^oald tprp out to,be the.rev€»^ fcif 
h&t bop^Si Ab ! 4;hat thought, was sicki 
•niog; ia the extreme ; she cQold . wA 
bear it; iiaiL .hewt jupk. wfithin her iMib 
the idea that he might not feel a.^i9pa- 
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tition: to comply with her wishes. But 
be had rentured his life for her, and 
that was surely a proof of seme love« 
uoless he was an eocemtric being, who 
lusted without forethought or principle, 
Itnd if SO9 she would. bi9 better off with* 
ont him. Yet he could not he thaf 
ttngular creature, it was totally im* 
jMssibte,, and if be was not 9O5 be must 
Jkave an aifeetion for her. Away then 
with all gloomy appreh^isions, and let 
hope resume its influence. Sir Edward 
would never sUght her, and, siipporled 
by hi9 love, frbe could bid defiance to 
reproach and scmidal. As she thought 
this, she cast her eyi? on the glass before 
her, and the sight of bcF owb> beautiful 
person, tendei^ m no smaH degree, to 
confirm her favourable opinion. Elated 
with joyful expectation, her ladyship 
tripped out of her apartment to her 
Mrriage, and in a few minutes waa 
conveyed to the Coimte^f^ of Scada« 
mora i» 



n 



In themoftntime^ SirEdwaid> fiukl 
dreamiiig cf the reception which a* 
wailed bim, arrived at Lady Morgana'a 
and was immediately ushered into the 
presence of Sir Frederick* This was no 
tmnstial circumstaneey sinee he had 
been accastomed to hold a tiU-^a-^tite 
with the dd gentleman, when his niece 
was not exactly prepared to recf^K 
titttor^ he therefore felt no surproiif^ 
and» seating hiros^ by Sir Frederid^'ii 
iide^enq^aired after his hesdth. ! 
. . < ■ 

•^Wby, Sir Edward,'' repfied the 
old man» ^ I lliink I find myself mncb 
better since I caake. to London. Whal 
with the kind attention of Lady Mor<» 
gana, and her solicitiide %m psomote mf. 
0omfort^ my temper is eansiderably 
smoothed), and I seem to* gtatk jbodily. 
strength, rapidly. She is a Kttijry.jMfed^ 
tionate creature, and happy will ||!pJhe 
man who can one day call her hipowjf^ 

He# btart k «ou]id>ai^foII'of belfin^ 
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hsack s/^rnd tKottgb she §^nar vmy father 
loo iinuch to fs^sbionable follies^ jiety 
under the kind correction aud restraints 
of a sensible, and tender husbandi. she^ 
willsometime.beas brighten ornament^ 
of domiestie life, as she .is now i. of the 
oil'cles of fashion* And then her fortune^ 
2onnds what a fprtnne ! When she gelar 

«e added tb her o^rn, it will not be ^i^ 
i leas tliaii: fifty thousand a yest^ God 
£5rbid;tha£:^ny knafish fdrt;une hantei^ 
should lay.fidld.xkpbnit^ «(. ho]{ae somet 
worthy man who has capacity and in« 
difaafioii' jhpi a^grandiise and perp^fu^te 
the fiurlUyir, will haire .the management 
^£fis miMfiofi. weaitli^. >h am' sure -iff 
woiilfl be theldeath' of imer to see my 
i^0C6 lied \W mn iubprincipled proK 
^JB|iaterascnK who sroukl c^re nomor^ 
fl^tr her Jfiappiiless, than I «hQukl car^t 
ibriliiScC.i^utdbifitdid w^jik^p me froma^ 
fidttng;'f 
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ietuif. ot ibii^ ireniarfei mid<be fton^t 
that^ as he was known' to ..^ayi par^ 
ticular attention 16 Lady Morgana, he 
could not do lets Iban i^ree in iUi ob* 
•ervations of Sir Frederick ^ be theref^ 
fore- replied— ••• True sir, year niece:: 
is the! pattern of every thing extert 
nally lovely^ and internally amiable ^ 
and happy, indeed, would be his Ifl^ 
whom she shall select to pilot iier ovei^ 
the ocean of life. ,She h^. numerous 
admirers, and if the exfent of her for«^ 
tune and expectattoiis once get wjnd^. 
her ttain will be ^sWeUed by. a thousand 
hevkr conquests. But, as yoq.j lastly ob« 
served^ Sir Frederick, such: men as thes6 
miserable aud unprincipled fortune* 
huntdrs will not secure her happineasi 
Ala9 !^o; tbey would^diestcay the beaui 
ty of nature's fiirestfitiwer, 6f. fashion V 
'moist bdlliant'gem. '-: I iiope :^e wiU^ 
place her affections onusotne wqrthy obi 
ject^ forlaxQ^iaterestsdin hiec Jbap|i^ 



tm'^moM, ^itfiAmenoe of those «Qftlift^ 

jeatiood \ybicb might rci>der me; more 
agreeable in the eyes of'|jac}y jSioH' 
gana. Heigho ! Peraiit me. Sir, to re- 
4ir€^ a&d to-mocrows I Khali see fon 
Agaio ; I wish I was so gifted as to- so* 
jeCice to pijfs^lf the affections of thia 
Attn, bf i>eaaty^ this paragon of perfeci» 
4ibni; th^ eheering influence of wbo&e 
'amile would at once rai9e me from tb|^ 
drearjr depths of despair, to the bigl^^t 
(fummit <tf heipei, but ata^J I sigh m 
Srain/*"^. 

■ ■ • 

: •* You don% : you d6g^ you donH^^ 
^you don't sigh in vain I" exclaiaied the 
•transported Sir Frederick, wiping hia 
^eyes, which overflowed with. joy, and 
^shaking his crutch at Sir. Edward — ^^l 
jay you don't sigb in vain ; and if you 
^will let me arrange the,busin<^siaccorc)* 
4ng to my plan, J'lUhew ypu tl^^t ^^ou 
Aon't. Aflne handiwini^feUfewiikt yQ»i 
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indeed, sigh- in rain I No, na^ Sir ^^ 

-waiPdy my Hieo^ ist not so Uiml but tbM 

^he cHi find out your qualificatiortt; 

You'll be a happy iioliple^ and I i^hiatt 

igoTiiW'ivi^fhjoy iZ<«inds, why I- have- 

i?6t-bW.8«bK a imppy day these tii^ny 

year8,f'aild<I>nev^r eicpacted to have had 

'One ^aiki. ■ Site me 'your hand^ Sir Ed^ 

ward, AYic^ take my ^rord, ifitis not your 

own (ekxUf you shall be the happiei^ 

'man 'in ' this couiitry' in )es$ thau- M0 

montfaf ; ^ t^ke'ffiy tvOrd (or that, if yiow 

ilecood i»y effoMs as you oiigbtto do.'' ' 

ThO joy of the dtd man seemed to be*' 
eontagioiis, for Sit Edward suddenly* 
ibuud" bii^ spirits a^toi^ishingly exhilarf 
ated ; '^aiid returaing Sir Trederick'ft 
^ueeze with equal warmth, he . aMM 
svyered — ** How shall I thank yoa» 
be&t of- friends/ for this interference to 
promote (ny happiness. Wqrds are too 
woak ^ (6 'depict iM]n £9elings; to^dM^ 
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cHbe one half of the delight aud grain. 
tilde which your assurances have exr 
cited m my bosom. Lady Morgana is- 
indeed an angel, and to pass one's days' 
in her delightful conversation and so* 
ciety, and blessed with her constant aiMt 
ardent aflfection, must indeed be a hap* 
piness which rarely falls to the lot of 
man ; it must make the world a para« 
dise, and render the arrows of sorrow^ 
and disappointment pointless and in^ 
noxious. Oh ! this is a happy evenings 
Sir Frederick, it has lightened my heart 
of a tremendous load» and opene<|» 
through those clouds whieh seemed to 
overhang my future life, a prospect full 
of felicity 9 where the sun of hope and 
love sheds its nnintermpted lustre on 
the soeoe.*' 



Aye» Aye»'' resumed Sir Frederick, 
yon may be a. happy dog if you don't 
Ictalip tl|e gohlea ^portonity. .^. Make 



ti 
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hay \rbile the ran shines ;'* ipllotr np . 
Jady Morgana ivitb spirit. Boldly tei| 
her the next time you meet, aU your 
iieart; convince her that you liave aft 
jardenl ^affection for hert and leave all 
the re^t to me. Til take care that no 
disappointment shall blind your hopes 
In this instance i and if Lady Morgana^ 
band can ^ive you happiness, why j^ou 
iaay set it down for certain. But yea 
bad better begone now. Sir Edward^ 
and mind, when ^ou come to-morrow, 
don't fail to tell my niece how much 
you love hen; Don't fear to surfeit her ; 
on the contrary, be cautious not to say 
a word too little, nor leave off until she 
has told you that she loves you f 

*^ I will act as you desire me;** re- 
plied Sir Edward, and, shaking Sir Fre* 
derick by the hand, be todk bis leave^ 
while the old man remained, congratu^ 
lating hknself on the adroitaess wUb 
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|;b* ducdisS' wh^hi^had attaoded his 
tcbeme $ and aniioipaUng the delight oif 
Lady \f organli w<hen.sbc should retuni 
liad find the. business done to her si^iis^ 
ftctioi^ ' ■ ; 

• . : T ■ ' « ■* . . -. 

• . • • - . J 

Her LadjirsbSp bad passed a 'most; 
aaxiQus Qvening; and the distraction 
and absence of her manners had beea 
ao evident, that the ejrcs of .all tbe.party 
wereturaed opion i her, and the claster« 
rag > go9si|i6 began to* invent, in . damny 
ing wJiibpeKS, a tbonsand causes, fbdr 
the change in her behaviour. Lady 
Morgana .was, bafwever, tod deeply oo 

cupieJ by ber;oi\D feflecticns» to npticit 
the impertinent curiosity of these assas- 
sins of character ;- and it was not until 
ewhisf^^^ much louder than u^uaJ, atr 
tracted- her notice— " either Lord Lia-9 
more'ti. death lias made Sir Eiiwarci Qjg 
c?.tha:lianoetiiaa:l£ft.hec m tbeJ^rtik'l 
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Jit crimson blush instantly isiuffcised k#r 
cheeks J and her ijndignant glance told 
the gossips that their object .was ac« 
cbmplisbed, and that they bad inflicted 
the shaft of uneasiness in her breart. 
The insinuation, however, completely 
aroused Lady Morgana, and, duripg 
Ihe remainder of the evening, she con- 
trived to assume a cheerfulness, which 
livas foreign to her feelings, but whiph 
succeeded in deceiving those around 
her iato an opinion that her momea* 
tary obstruction might iiave been prch- 
duced by some slight mdisposition. 

At an earlier hour than usual Lady 
Morgana ordered her carriage, and, 
with an impatienceshe had never before 
experienced, sought out her uncle, who 
was waiting her arrival with little less 
Hnxiety. His transported looks, as h 
flat rubbing bis hands, when his niece 
entered, revived Her spirits ainaziogl/i 

VOJL IL C 
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^but stih afraid to |riist to appearances, 
«he enquired, in a faltering voice-i- 
'" pray tell me, my dear uncle, have 
you seen him ? Have you seen Sir Ed- 
wiard, I mean?** 

« 

** Aye, aye, don't fee ;afraid ntecel** 
returned Sir l^rederick, " when I uh* 
dertake an-ylhiHg, I always carry it 
through witha highland. Sir Edward 
is yours, ?if you don't lose him through 
any moc'kinodesty. J talked the dog 
overtomyjpurpose, end he has pro- 
mised to caH to-morrew and plead bit 
(Own cause. If you let him slip through 
your 'fingers it is all your own fault. I 
have prepared his mind for a fjsivour- 
able reply, and if you deceive me, I 
will never undertake to execute any 
love busine^ for you again«" 

" But I hope, my dear uncle," rc» 
mraed I^dy MoFganat as mod as her 
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«|{itatioo and transport woald &llow bet 
to speaks ^' that you said nothing which 
night induce him to suspect that I had 
over^pped the bounds of modesty . I 
should never be able to naeet him, if I 

m 

thought, he had conceived any unfa- 
vourable opinion of me, or that he con^ 
,iidered that I had any share in this btt« 
liness, you did not, uncle, did you i 

'^ Stuff and nonsense niece!" re- 
turned Sir Frederick, '^ to be sure I did 
Dot. I drew it from him first, and then 
:told him, when I saw him turning his 
:eyes downwards, and sighing with des« 
pair^ that he ought to hope every things 
.and if he would speak his sentiments 
boldly to you, and ie^ve the rest to my 
management, I would answer for it that 
be sliouldpaeet with success His eyes 
recovered their lustre directly ; he 
raised h\s head ; grasped my hand, just 
like, a fellow over head and ears in love, 

C2 
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Mrd iH^tiedC'tbat I tras his fiaviour, thtft 
h^shojuld be the hapf^iest man on earth 
if he could bope^thatyou wocildlook on 
him with an eye -of aiBectioti ; that h^ 
would makes good'hti^band ! no^ faith; 
i believe it was I- that 8aid that ;-^an4 
that words couid not teH his gratitud<^ 
'to hfie ; and thus( his tongue ran otif^ 
luntll it had tired itself ; and then I hfsA 
^leisure to put in a tew words, and I 
i^tAiiv.ed the wholevmatter so adn)ira- 
Wy thtttrhe.is gone away, transported 
vout ot . Ihs ^senses with the hope of bei n^ 
completely »ucees.<iful in his apphoation 
itotraorrow. 'Now, niece, what do yo« 
think of my talent^ ? Akhough 1 am 
goiity and worn out in body; )Ou see 
1 have all the vigour of my mind about 
tne, arid can' be of some use afler all. I 
am glad I have had it- in my -power to 

- . • 

render, you a little <?eVvi<ie!' 
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^ A little^ do you call it, my deor 
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oncle?'* Returned the grateful Lady 
Morgana, kissing the hand of ,Sir Fre- 
derick, ** you have insured my happi- 
ness, and I can never return it as I 
eugbt. But I will do every thing in 
my power, indeed I will, to make you 
comfortable. Oh 1 I never was so hap* 
py before !** Thus i^ying^ her ladyship . 
again saluted her uncle's band, and 
tripped out of the room to her cham-- 
ber ; where the boisterous emotions 
which assailed her, completely banished 
repose, an<i the night was spent in an 
unbounded indulgence in ail the fancied 
pleasures of futurity. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



Has this eeehircistem$nt rendered 
me happy or miserable ? thought Sir 
Edward as he left Cavendish Square^ 
and called to mind the conversatioa 
Mrhich had passed betwixt himself and 
Sir Frederick Fitzormond. And indeed 
it was some time before he could resolve 
the enquiry, for the violence of bis con<^ 



3h 

e^nding emotions wasvsuch that he vvas' 

at sk loss to deteroiine^ which way vie* 

t9ry inclined*. Hope endeavoured to 

cast a cheering, radiance on the pros* 

pect; dwelling npon the affection of 

I^dy Morgp^a towards him> of which* 

he could not allow himself to entertain 

^oubt, and calculating oh its prodac- 

ipg the eertiiin fruits of reciprocal fe* 

licity. Apprehension on the other hand^ 

raggeated the possibility of herbecom« 

ing so compfetely immerged in the vor^ 

tex of fashion as to restrain her from 

tlie pursuit of avocations which were 

much more conducive to domestic 

happiness. It was however, too late 

to retract ; he had explicitly declared 

his readiness to marry her ladyship | 

and, at all events, he must pay court 

to her as her intended husband. In 

the progress of his attentions, if , he 

found cause to increase his fears^ 

be could easily originate a qUarreli^ 

q4 
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which might lead to the disruptiott 
of their intercourse. He would, there* 
fore seriously set about the task he 
had taken upon himself, and endea-' 
Your to throw as much attraction into 
his new character as he could commtufid. 

The following morning, according to 
the promise he had made to Sir Frede- 
rick, he called upon Lady Morg^na> 
and was instantly admitted to her 
boudoir, where she was sitting in a pen- 
give attitude, most probably selected,, 
for the occasion, out of a variety of in^ 
teresting postures ; for the reader^ if he 
is not blind, will have understood long 
»ince, that her ladyship had a consider* 
able portion of vanity in her compo«> 
sntion. His sudden appearance some- 
what disconcerted her, but not so com- 
pleteiy as to render her inattentive td 
the compliments wjiich Sir Edward, 
Botin bis usual easy style of elegance,' 



bad withioHie labor^ eKcitedat Ymeri^ 
trance ; . and the purport oT which was 
to e^spress b»r astonbhrnent aft the m* 
ereased effect of her charms^ since theii 
last meeting ; and hb conviclion of thd 
execution she most daily make amongsi 
Ihe hearts of those wha contemplated 
her beauty, and ^gaatd ttiek soi^ 
away.'' 

As soon as Lady IVforrgana hadt bean} 
tbfsftattering preface^ she, wvthalLtha 
mpidity and fhcility she oonld call ta her 
tssfstance^ replied-^-** Oli yoa flatterer 1 
So jxm* th^ihk me sb credulous as to he^^ 
Keve such, uu meaning language ?,- 1 haire . 
ar great Aiind to punish. you for yoitft im- 
pertiiM^HOe, by", cofnmiuiriing; yxkit ta 
stand in my presence for a <lay, that 
wriessy^Ur heai t is inore insen^iblethai^ 
Mhepd, ' voif slumidevuice ttiii <rutti k^: 
j<Hir f^murk. i doo'x like ftattery. 
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Edward, yon know I don't !** As shtf 
eoucluded, she gave him an encourage 
itig pat on bis cheek, which warned himi 
not to pay too much credence to the 
language of her tongue; and he must 
have been more callous than the baro- 
net, who could have suffered such ji 
signal to pass unheeded. 

" Daily would I repeat the oflTencc 
then, ftiat I might daily experience the 
punishment !'' gaily replied Sir Edward^ 
** for in your presence I find that hap* 
]piness which shuns me in every other 
place and in every, other society. Quick- 
iy pass sentence then, my dear Lady 
Morgana, that I may, even this day, 
and this hour^egin to pay the penalty/' 

. ^"^Flattenng again, I protest!" ea> 
daimed Lady Morgana^^ as her bosoim 
'swelled^th agitation, in the expecta- 
tion of some more interesting converse 
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^fi^g grafted on this auspicious stenb-^ 
•f for if you spoke the truths your vi- 
iits would be more frequent, and your, 
public behaviour more particular. You 
are a dec^iver^ as all men are ; and we 
women are poor silly creatures to be- 
lieve a word you say. No, no, Sir Ed- 
ward. I will ;^impose this severe pe* 
nance, when I want to get rid of you 
akogether. 

> Lady Morgana averted her face as 
die pronounced these words, when the 
gallant baronet seizing her hand, pres* 
sed it -to his lips, exclaiming-^'* then 
youi do .not wish to get rid of me. Oh I 
happy assurance, it dispels my appre* 
bensions, and almost induces m(si to 
hope-— yet I cannot indulge in what 
may prove ultimately a delusion.' 
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**Fear not. Sir Eldward," replied 
Lady Morgana^ who began to tremble 
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JNrtf tile l^oflet^ should let the opp0r« 
tunity stip through his fingers^— " yoit 
seem to havelosi jour usual apirit aiMk 
.cfourage. I protest you are grown quit#i 
cowardly? Afraid to kope« ComOt^ 
,c6me, shake off your apathy, and' tetl^ 
xne w4iat it is you widb, yet iear to bopai^ 
ft>r !'* ' 

• • ■ > - » ■ . . 

Sir Edward sat a moment, ill- silence^ 
but at length, summoning all his cou* 
rage, he f epUed— •*• My dear Lady Mor« 
gana, thus called on, lca»i>ot resist.'. S? 
I'ovcf ybti tenderly atKi devotedly y andi 
a)f my h^pmess depends «n y<>ur an^ 
swer. If jFOit approve, I am niostt 
happy 1 if you ceoeure^ misery never 
equalled that which I m^ust endure»: 
l^anctidii my presumptuous hopes, 
wliich aspire to the love of beautjr'si 
perrectionil^ and my heart will know na 
j0^ equal -to that whiehc witt lesult' 



■»• 



n 



irom protecting your happiness tKremgftf 
kfei" 



" Bravo^ Sir Edwarrl !" replied XoAf 

Morgana, ^^i^ho could scarcely restraitf 

ker transports, on hearing the Mished-^ 

for explanation-—'* Ait^r trembling so 

feng before you eouhi find utterance ; 

you have indeed produced a fonnidable 

jlentence ; Love and matrimony in the^ 

same breath ! Mercy on me ; wi>y 1 

thought Cupid generally shrunk Trom 

tfee glaring torch of Hymen; but here 

the winged boy act&as the harbingei* 

and guide of the stern deity ; and stemit 

to have formed the diesign. of catrhing' 

me in a double trap. Bui IMF he aware 

df hifl arts ;. Your love. Sir £dv\ ard^ 

ril accept ; but when I have properly 

Agested that, and seen how you ijer* 

form your noviciate, it will be tim€f 

enough to talk of protecting my ha|>« 

thKuigU iiie. Yes^ yes^ ii would 
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Vc moiistrous to agree to marry % 
young dashing, elegant feltow; before 
I had proof of his attachment ! Matri* 
mony is at best a bore, and you would 
clothe it in tenfold horrors ! ;After ^ 
spring, comes summer; but you would 
reverse the order of nature^ by enclos* 
ing me with the icy fetters of a wedded 
life, before you had allowed me to be« 
hold and gather the hummer 'flowers of 
love." 

s, 

•* Inestimable creature !" returned 
the gratified baronet, repeating his sa-^ 
lute on Lady Morgana's hand, wittr 
double fervor — " then you will listen 
tamy suit, and Hilvernon may, at least 
be permitted to hope for further success. 
Now will I write sonnets — no faith, I 
cannot write poetry ; but I'll give you 
double portions of prose. You have 
made me exquisitely haopy ; you have 
transported me from earth to heaven s 
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fipom a state of apprehension toa state 
of hope ; you have dispelled the gloom 
which overshadowi^d me ; in short, 
you Imve given me new life, new hope, 
and new happiness. Now, hear my 
vows ! I swear by him, who, through 
your brilliant eyes, wounded my un» 
conscious heart; and by all the powers 
which lovers usually invoke, that I will 
sever prove forgetful of you for a mo* 
ment ; you shall animate my thoughts, 
fill my dreams; illume the night ; and 
add new lustre to the day. You smile, 
my dear Lady Morgaua ! oh, I fear yo^ 
are at least only trifling with me ; an4 
believe me, no one was ever more se- 
riously in earnest than I am at this mo*^ 
ment.'' 

■» 
** No, no. Sir Edward," replied Lady 

Morgana^ " I am not trifling with you. 

I. will not affect a degree ofsuperfluoui 

modesty, which is foreiirn to mv feel^ 
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iH^, feint cdttdyiy confe4» thst I agre<jf 
to receive your addresses, and so lony 
as jou remain my failiiful aud affec**' 
lioivateknight, yo» shall have no reason 
k) eon) plain of my insensibility. Now i 
hope you are satisfied with this conceit 
mon loyour wishes, and Will enter upon 
your new situation with all due deoo- 
f urn, that I may not have reason, in 
the outiSet, to retract the good opijuoa 
I have formed of you. Come, come. Sip 
£dwapil, no empty promises; no high 
fic^wn rhapsodies ; no hiimble postures) 
Respect ?s the feompanion of love, but 
iinbe^oming' hilhnility smks you in odp 
astimetion I dignity gives you an atu 
tractive coBseqtie»ice, and tlie mor6 
clos» ly yoii adhere lo it, the* mtypB 
amjahle (io you appear. Bat liere is my 
haufi, a pt <lge of my sincm'y, and 
iK^w tet us be goiug' ; tlwe carriage is 
waiting, and the brainy of the morniii|^ 
nftet JieudeV tiie pai k deUgfadfui'* 
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••Amiable and fascinating; woman P* 
responded Sir Edward^ afler indulging 
in a momentary paroxyism of transport^ 
which took from him the power of ut*» 
terance— " I cannot resist the delight 
of once more telling yon haw ardeuiljr 
1 love you/*— •^ 

** You need take no more trouble on 
that score^" resumed Lady Morgani^I 
^ have not I already given yoo suflli^^ 
oient proofs of wy credulity ? Comet- 
come, ^a truce with your oonsense; 
lead me to my chariot, and as we drive 
to the park, yon will have sufficient' 
opportunity to unburden your mind W 
your satisfaction." 

The conversations of lovers generally 
ftiil to gratify the uninterested reader ; 
I shall, therefore, for the present, leave 
Sir Edward and Lady Morgana on 
tbek wa^ t^ the parkj i^ithout 4^afiUng» 
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the promises and vows which were eK^ 
cited during the too short excursion r 
without endeavouring to depict tbose^ 
feelings which description cannot em^- 
brace; and without delineating those*' 
varied and successive- emotions which^* 
betrayed the inward agitation. o( the' 
enamoured pair* Tt is sufficient to ob» 
sfirve, that every moment removed still 
farther that restraint which, had fettered 
their ideas at the commencement of 
this eventful interview,, and increased 
the facility of tlieir reciprocal commu*^ 
i»ications> and before they had reached^ 
their destination,, the plan of their fuf 
tare conduct, and association in th^^ 
world gf fashion had been clearly iflus» 
trated.. 

Scarcely had the lovers departed from* 

Cavendish Square, when Lady Teaze* 

Vfell, whose recent anger had been sof* 

f'Ifetafid hy some particular attentions om 

7T 
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the part of Lady Morgana, called, t# 
c611ect all the information she could oI>» 
tain to convey to her friends at the usual 
meeting at Miss Bankerman's. Under- 
standing that her ladyship was froo^ 
home. Lady Teazeweil desired to be 
ai^nounced to SirFrederick Fitzonnond^ 
and in a few ntoments the gouty baro* 
net and the gossiping spinster com*>; 
menced a t^te-a-.tete of which the sub* 
sequent detail will convey an adequate; 
i^ea. 

** Well, Lady Teazewell," com^ 
ipenced Sir Frederick, " how do you 
do ? You look better to-day than I have; 
seen you for some time; indeed you 
bear your accumulating 3'ears much, 
better than I do, for you have escaped., 
those adverse storms which have so 
shattered my poor frame. If you were 
to rub a Utile less rouge on your cheeks^ 
I should think you very handsome.'' ; 
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the promises and vows which were eK«^ 
cited during the too short excursion r 
without endeavouring to depict tbose^ 
feelings which description cannot em^- 
brace; and without delineating those^ 
varied aod successive- emotions which* 
betrayed the inward agitation^ o( the' 
enamoured pair* It is sufficient to ob» 
sfrve, that every moment removed still 
farther that restraint which, had fettered 
their ideas at the commencement of 
tj)is eventful interview,, and increased 
the facility of tlieir reciprocal commu*^ 
iiications> and before they had reached 
their destination,, the plan of their fu»; 
lure conduct^ and association in th^^ 
world gf fashion had been clearly iflu9» 
trated.^ 

—•II — 

Scarcely had the lovers departed from' 
Cavendish Square, when Lady Teaze* 
well, whose recent anger had been sof* 
Wned hf some particular attentions a» 
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the pari of Lady Morgana, called, t# 
collect all the information she could oI>» 
tain to convey to her friends at the usaal 
meeting at Miss Bankerman's. Under* 
standing that her ladyship was from 
home. Lady Teazewell desired to be 
tanounced to SirFredeiick Fitzormond^ 
apd in a few ntoments the gouty baro* 
net and the gossiping spinster com*>: 
menced a t^te-a-.tSte of which the sub* 
sequent detail will convey an adequate, 
i^ea. 

** Well, Lady Teazewell," com^' 
ipenced Sir Frederick, " how do you 
do ? You look better to-day than I have; 
seen you for some time ; indeed you 
bear your accumulating 3'ears nauclv 
better than I do, for you have escaped-, 
those adverse storms which have so 
shattered my poor frame. If you were 
to rub a litde less rouge on your cheeks^ 
I should think you very baudsome." 
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* »* La ! Sir Frederick," exclaitned hef 

a * 

Ludyship, affecting to conceal her face 
behind her fan — ^^ you really flatter" 
me ^ but you are mistaken in supposing^ 
The old ; oh ! no, quite jTOung ; and had* 
it not been for the sevei'e stroke 1 h^vt' 
received fi-om the faithless conduct- of 
my ,onee-loved Lord Lankervilte5 I 
reall3P think I i^h6uld not.c^rry; a dis^-- 
agreeable appearance;' but my woe* 
iforn countenance requires rouge for* 
the present to conceal the ravages 
which sorrow has made. Heigho! But 
Sir. Frederick, I am delighted to ob- 
serve the improvement which has beeiT 
brought about in you by our metropo- 
IHan air. I declare I should not judge 
you above forty, nolrdo I indeed think 
you can have far exceeded that calcu- 
lation 5 I was certainly much deceived 
by your sallow looks, and the wrinkles 
which illnes&had created on your fore-' 
head^ bu^ now. these symptoms are 
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fdi«ap}>ear?ng, yon grow esUr^oMlur 
jyouthf^^I and comely." 

• 

*' Who flatters nour, my Lady ?" re- 
:sqmed Sir* Frederick — " have you fpr- 
gottei^rovr ineeUng at (;be CouBte9S gf 
Wimberwell's, thirty years ago> when 
»the unhappy fracas took place between 
*her ladyship and yourself^ respecting 
the att^Dtions o| the Marquis of Bav- ' 
jiifdUand when I interfered- and defen- 
4ied you againi^t the combined insults Qf 
«U the bloods in the party ? Has time 
itaatched from your memory the recol- 
Ic^iOn of the service I rendered you, 
when I escorted yoju to your chariot, 
undism^iyed , by tine hisses and groans 
.<if all around us ? You must not talk 
of your.youih to one who is acquainted 
with these 3ecrt-ta; no, no,;Lady Teaze;- 
well, itwjchjWfte. may entrap souje;} but 
grfaunf^Dt^nft taltsm^ fades into *^* air/ 
«*oyiiogoiE2i»'' b«fi9^: We€^ Certaia cic« 
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^etimstances have occurred to make u 
change of name necessary ; but rest 
assured, that in me you behold no other 
than the identical Frederick Haleswell, 
who braved the taunts of the fashion- 
mble w^orld, in his attempt to save 
you from disgrace." 

Lady Teazewell gazed for a few 
moments in speechless amazementt 
Every glance she stole at Sir Frederick 
tended to give additional strength to his 
tale ; ami a few moments convinced h^ 
that it was indeed Frederick HalesweH 
. she stood before, thcit same Frederick 
who had so nobly rescued her from iif- 
Bult, and who had subsequently de- 
clined to receive that reward, which, 
in the height of her gratitude, she so' 
disinterestedly offered him. As the 
detail may not be unamusing, the 
reader shall become acquainted witii tfa^ 
€ause3 of the coDfamon which «o Boih 
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i^nty overspread this emaculate here* 
ine of scandal^ and he will then be ea* 
-abled to enter more minutely into 
4be merits of her character, and the ori- 
•gib of her celibacy) than he has yet been 
enabled to do from any of the preceding 
rpages. 

At the age of eighteen, Lady Teaze* 
well ' made her dehtit on the fashiona- 
4>le stage, having just buried her mo- 
4her, the only surviving parent^ and 
whose excessive fondness, and criminal 
^indulgencies had rendered still more in* 
tolerable the disposition of her daugh- 
ier^which was naturally bad. The young 
Lady -had received from the hands of 
mature a person of the most elegant 
form, and aface^f more than common 
attraction^ she bad, unfortunately for 
herself, become early acquainted with 
4be natureand value of these gifts, and 
her vanity was not a little inflated by 
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the incMsattt flattens which assailed 
her ears from every quarter* Her lady- 
ship's mind had been alnu>st entirely 
neglected, and the utmiost limits of 
her taste extended but to the skilful ar-^ 
rangement of her external ornaments ; 
unable to penetrate beneath the surface 
of the characters of those who paid 
court to her, she readily listened to» 
and allowed, with avidity, the number- 
l^s. unmeanmg praises of those who 
sought to ingratiate themselves into her 
favour. Whenever an elegant youth 
launched iorth an encomium on her 
beauty and accomplishments, she could 
not reconcile it to her ideas of politeness 
to treat him with coldness; and the 
natural consequence of this behaviour 
was, that the universal kindnessol her 
manners, drew upon her the charge of 
levity ; and, by degrees, the young> 
men who had swelled her train, finr- 
aook her company, for ihe pursuit bf 
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some more obdurate charmer, the con- 
quest of whom might add to their fame 
in the annals of gallantry. Lady Teaze- 
well, when she was thus forsaken, per- 
ceived too late the impolicy as well as 
the impropriety of her conduct, and in 
her^baste to remedy the evils which had 
resulted from her errors, she involved 
berself still more deeply in the maze of 
difficulty. Trembling lest she should 
be compelled to remain unblessed by 
matrimonial love, she actually made 
overtures to the few adorers who would 
BOW and then condescend to sigh and 
swear she was an angel ; but tl^ un« 
bappy effect of this new imprudence 
was to rob her of those suitors who had 
$tiU fluttered round her,and the gossip- 
ping world began to slander her repu- 
tation at a most unmerciful rate. 

. What was to be done ? Her routes 
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were almost deserted by persons of coti" 
^picuoas rank and character t her prk 
vale visitors decreaised daily : and th« 
sun of her celebrity seemed rapidhp 
waning, when suddenly, a new constel- 
lation appeared in the fashiontiible he^ 
misphere. Tbeyoung Marquis of Bar* 
nifell had been just left in possession ol 
a princely fortune, and while his figun 
and manners prepossessed all the female 
hearts in hits fatoor, his splendid equi- 
page and magnificent establishment 
formed the theme of general conversa^^ 
tion. Lady Teazewell no sooner beheld 
the rise of this luminary, than she re« 
solved to spare no effort to attach him to 
herself; and, through his acquaintance, 
to restore her fj^Uen fame. Siio had been 
formerly honoured by the acquaint- 
ance of the mother of the Marquis, and 
she determined to turn this circum- 
stance to her advantage, and to render 
it the means of facilitating a ^iendly in- 
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tercourse with the son. The nobleMar- 
<jais, accordingly received an invita- 
tion to a select party at her Ladyship's 
house, and this opportunity she ma- 
naged so adroitly,as to make it success- 
fully subservient to her purposes: her 
ears were once more gratified by the 
sound of complimentary expressions 5 
and the moment when, in the presence 
of all her visitors, the Marquis burst 
forth into an animated panegyric on 
her beauty and superior taste, repaid 
her for the mortification she had en- 
dured for the last eighteten months. 
The Marquis for some time attached 
himself to Lady Teazewell ; but in an 
unhappy hour he was induced to attend 
a party at Lady Sliceweirs, (the mortal 
enemy of his mother's friend) when he 
fell into company with the Countess of 
Wimberwell, than whom a more lovely 
woman had not, for some years, graced 
the circles of high life. His L^v^^\v\^ 
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was struck wrth her modesty, her beau- 
ty, [^and her good sense, quahfications 
rarely to be met with in such an un* 
genial atmosphere ; and as he drew a 
contrast between the Countess and 
Lady Teazewell, the result was ex- 
tremely unfavourable to the latter ; and 
he found his]afrections for her Ladyship 
rapidly losing its ground. 

Lady Teazewell was not long igno- 
rant of the cause of this change in the 
behaviour of her gallant but fastidious 
Marquis ; for the gossips who sur- 
rounded her^ took especial care to wafit 
the tidings to her ear with all possible 
expedition. For some hours she was in- 
consolable, but at length she resolved 
to satisfy herself as to the truth of the 
rumour. The Countess of Wimberweirs 
route was fixed for this evening, and 
the Marquis had informed her that he 
should be tliere ; she was determined 
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aTso to attend, and to judge from tb^ 
conduct of her lover; whether the re- 
port was ill grounded or the contrary* 
Having taken more pains than usual 
to decorate herself for the occasion, she 
repaired to the scene of mirth, but the 
general whisper which immediately 
followed her entrance, disconcerted her 
for a ^moment. Her civilities were re- 
ceived with the most evident coolnesi^ y 
and,in some instances,were scarcely re- 
turned ; while the very individuals who 
bad attended her last party,and hadcon* 
grotukted her on her new conquest,now 
shunned her with as much cautious 
diligence, as the traveller would shun 
the pestilential viper. She was totally 
at a loss to account for this alteration of 
conduct , »he was too well versed in 
the code of fashion to busy herself muctv 
in conjecture as to the causey the ter* 
rible certainty flashed forcibly across 
faermind^ and that moment confirmed 
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her suspicions and her fears. In e few 
ininutes the Marquis of Barnifell dp« 
peared, handing the Countess of Wim- 
berwjell up the room. A sudden faint- 
jiess seized Lady T^^zewell as she 
marked the tenderness which beamed 
in bis eyes, an^ the respectful siiteiy- 
tion which marked his manners tow^ds 
h.et'; every eye wa^ turned upon the 
disconsolate and deserted fair oiw ; ^ but 
the glances directed towards her di^ 
jplayed more of malignant pleasure thaa 
3^mpatby« The Marquis passed close 
|o her^ asul appeared suddenly discotk^ 
4:eitedj as he recognised her ; recover* 
Ing himself however^ he slightly bowed^ 
^yrheui unable to restrain her indignsi* 
jtion, she gave vent to Uer fiselings. ia 41 
strain of reproach which instantly in« 
ierrupted the harmpny of tlie route, and 
a general co^ifusion ensued. It was at 
this moment that Sir Frederick inter- 
(posj&d on behalf of Lady Teazewellj, and 
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f^ndered her the service of whi^U he 
bad now reailDded her* 

Frederick had acoompanied her 
Ladyship home> and having escorted 
iier beyond the reach of further insult^ 
ceftirM ? ibut» on the foUowiog morning 
.he* found; bis fair protegee eufieritag 
.under a violent attack of a nervous fe- 
ver» which for some days coofinad her 
io bee bed; The intervals of relief firom 
.pain were spent in drawing compari* 
^sons.belnrecsi the base behaviour cf.the 
Marquis, and the gallant behaviour of 
her protector, and notwithstanding a 
splendid title bore heavily, do* one 
sca^e, harideciflion was unreservedly in 
;^vor.of Fredericky'andsbedeternimed 
that he should ifilL the place in her 
heart which had. been previously occu- 
pied by the .Marquis* Soon a^ier her 
recovery she, took an opportunity to 
unburden. her nund to. the youths atid^ 
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as a reward for bis disinterested con* 
duct, tendered him her affections and 
her hand. Frederick, however, had dif- 
ferent views ; for while gallantry had 
prompted him to espouse the csmke of 
an unprotected female, he had made 
himself thoroughly acquainted with her 
character, and felt very little disposition 
to unite himself with a woman of whom 
the world spoke so disi espectfully. 
"When Lady Teazewell, therefore, had 
explained her vievirsj, the youth, ip 
terms of the utmost politeness, ex- 
pressed his gratitude for the high opi« 
nion ishe entertained of him, but frankly 
avowed his inability to accept her ofier, 
as his circumstances and prospects pre- 
cluded the possibility of his entering 
into the matrimonial life. In vain did 
her Ladyship <:trive to wcHcikipon the 
ingenuous youth ; hisiie^^'-iiMiarally 
pliable, remained stemlytxdbdurate on 
this occasion 3 find wiien, atilengtb, she 
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attempted to throw herself at his feet, 
in a pptroxysm of despajr^ he hastily 
shrank from her touch, and rushed out 
-of her presence. 

The disappointment which Lady 
Teazewell had been again doomed to 
experience^ occasioned a relapse ; and 
•for some time^ her life hung in doubtful 
balance^ but the goodness of her con- 
stitution ultimately triumphed^ and she 
once more revived to mingle with such 
of the world as were not entirely driven 
from associating with her> by the recent 
unfortunate circumstances. But her 
parties were now vapid and scanty ; en* 
livened by no young men of fashiour;. 
ornamented by none of the celebrated 
belles of the day; illumined by little 
rank ; and not rendered respectable, as 
formerly, by the presence of persons of 
character and reputation/ Her > lady- 
ship's visitors were now principally 
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Msodnned to old spinsters^ and garndbus 
-widoi^s^ who were either satisfied to 
flatter her ranity, which still remained 
toher,^after the wreck of her papa* 
larity ; or to join with her in invectives 
agamst the crtidty^ the barbarism , and 
' the perfidiousness of the male species,, 
iufho had l>een so blind to their beau- 
:tiiBs. From this period. Lady Teaze- 
well's dissipation and pursuits under- 
went a most complete transformation y. 
instead of courting the youths of th^ 
day, her doors were closed against 
them, and the lovers and originators of 
scandal, found in her residence, aconf- 
fortable and. constant asylum, whither 
.tbey might repair to immolate the cha-- 
^ractersof those who had been so un- 
happy ai9 to fafl within the grasp ^f 
their malignity i 

When ■ Lad>y Teazewell beheld Sir 
Frederick Fitzormond^ her ci-detmnt 
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profector; and tlieyoiiih.wfeQ liM pe^ 
jected her offer of iirttrri»g^> ^j^.cp^ 
fusion may be mOf ^ ^r^ily conceiV^ 
thalQ de^cribedv. Sh^ att^oipt^^ fo^sgovQ 
time to: master her'eiyiotim)?^ witl>Qut 
success f' and it wii$.notr:i}i^til, #ft:^r t§i 
pealed e^fortSi that «tet^ld gfid^Hiprd^ 
to express hier seiltimeii*^ , ; At l^»gtbi 
$he exclaimed—" Good,.lieav^.n8^ Sit 
Frederick, is it possible ? < J)^ X tive t^ 
behold once more himi who $o pp]Myv 
defended. me? My agitation, oyer-^ 
powers ray £acdlties> and lam qtterly. 
at a loss to express, my a^toni^hmejut 
at this imexpected rencoptre. Time, J 
hope. Sir. Frederick, has nearly obiiter'i 
atted from your memiopyt. my app^rept 
kidelicacy on afornnei: ocoasjot^ii^nfl 
hfui enabled yod to review my Qt^idtoi^fe 
in a le^s unfavourable maiin^tltftn i^ 

seamed to merit at the moment/r' i c nai 

.. .-. . ."^ 

' ^ D<m't$ay a word, iny lady oa.tbal 
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•core,** pei;flrfi^ Sir Frederick, "I did 
not think a bit the worse of you .for 
your candid declaration* You were 
Tory hardly used by the. world, but I 
hope you have got the better of the inor» 
tific&tions you endured, and have 
learned to appreciate more properly 
the valtie of the public opinion. It is 
a damned thing, (excuse me, my lady, 
for uttering such an unpolite exclama- 
tion) that slander should destroy or in* 
jure so many upright characters y you 
became its'victim ; and I have no doubt> 
you will join me in cursing the mo* 
tives and conduct d those whoare con* 
tinually prowling about in search of 
food for their malice. We have both 
wandered very far in the path of life ; 
Ahd, 111 Ve bound for it, we shall now 
agree that society' has no greater ene- 
Vjies than those meddling gossips, who 
are eternally running away with the re- 
putation of qtheiisf having themselvef^ 



61 



tko : cliarfu:ters either to support or 
hazard.'' 

.^*, True, very true. Sir Frederick," 
answered the old spinster, *^ scandal is 
a horrible crime, I would not be guilty 
ofitforall the world; for it must be 
monstrous to ruin any body's cha- 
racter ; the bare idea is terrible to a 
degree. Tp be sure. Sir Frederick, the 
Marquis of Barnifell used me esitremely 
ill, but^I may esteem myself particu* . 
larly happy in having escaped him, for 
I kpow that he makes a most infamous 
husband, and his poor, ill* used Mar- 
<phiones9 i9 dying of a broken heart. I 
pannot forget her rude behaviour to me, 
but she is likely to suffer severely 
enough for it ; and yet, do you know. 
Sir Frederick I don't pity her, indeed 
I don't ! I shall never forget her haughty 
air on that evening, when she bounqra 
f)y me j but ^ she has repented long 
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since tltot' she tobBed tne of ihe Mar-^ 



quis. 
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** Yoii have teeti complietely" itaisin- 
formed Lady Teaizewell/' replied- the 
bai^onet; "the Marquis, allow riie to. 
inform you, is one of the most afFec* 
tionate of husbands, and the Mar-, 
chioness, one of the happiest? of wives ^ 
and so far from dying of a broken hearty 
1 cah assure you she is in the highest 
spirits, wonderfully beautiful,* univer- 
sally admired, the fortunate mother of 
fourjovely children, and, with 4ier has- 
band, presenting a splendid example 
6f domestic felicity.- You have been 
deceived, my lady,, grossly deceived; 
by sotne lover of scandal, who ought to 
be pilloried for propagating' such a no-^ 
torious felselwod.'* 

-' •*'If you are cdrrect Sir Frederick, I 
must Certainty be wrong !" answered 
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lAdyTeazewcB; ." but yoa will pardcm 
me for retaining my opinion liAstjier^ 
4iiiacai)iiidlyv until I shall have some con- 
-rifictng proof c^ its &Hacy* My aui^ 
thorifty is 'highly respectaWej—highly 
respectable^ Sir Frederick ; and I couM 
hot possibly take upon my^f to di^ 
believe it. But, dear me, how late it is I 
Really Sir Frederick, I must intreat you 
will excuse me ;. I have an engage* 
ment positively at two -, which I can- 
not possibly fulfil with my accus- 
tomed accuracy. Good morning. Sir 
Frederick, I am much delighted with 
this morning's adventure, and hope it 
will tend to a renewal of our acquaint- 
ance.-— Adieu T* 

"Good morning, my lady," an- 
swered Sir Frederick, as soon as she 
was out of sight ; " the world, I pM* 
ceive, has not much belied thee. Thou 
art as fond of slander as any old gossip 
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which this inetropoKs can produce, ifl 
am mnl^inuch mistaken in thy charao 
tef ; and Ihou art as dexterpus in dis-^ 
secting reputations, as- the most ex- 
perienced slayer of celebrity that the 
Countess of KillwelPs school has yet 
sent to plague and perplex tlie world J* 
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CHAPTER IX- 



The attachment of Sir Edward' to 
Lady Morgana^ and her open encou-^ 
ragement of his suite, and dismissal of 
her other suitors, could not long escape 
the notice of the world. A whisper fink 
comolUBfcated the tale through the fash* 
ionable circles, until, at lengthy it 
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reached the public prints, resolvin 
itself into the following form and sub- 
stance :— 

** We understand that a treaty of 
marriage is on foot between a wealthy 
and eleg'ant young baronet>.and a titled 
Lady,who has long beea considered the 
brightest kiminary in the hemisphere of 
fashion. The approaching union i& 
the subject of universal conversation,, 
and it is expected to take place eadj 
in the ensuing month.** 

This paragraph was quickly made 
the subject of fashionable discussion^, 
^and th^.prqpriety of the oMuri^ge which 
.was.thu&anuojanced .scK>a bfK)luin^' thi^ 
^ubfect of debafee in every circIe*^ *^ Sbe^ 
i$r rich and haiKbsome^'^aad sa is he;**^ 
g^id the I>ucbes$ of Browstone, as the 
i^&^ agitated hier eelect. jpnxty:> . "they 
vce haUl jadependeat and free to, act as^ 
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they chuse^ but scagd^pl has preferredi 
a charge of levity against her ladysbif^ . 
which, I should hope, will prove uni* 
founded. Sir Edward should be cau- 
tious in his choice, for, if heiuherita bi^ 
father's notions, as I am credibly iHr 
formed he does, [he ought to have a 
wife, of whom no evil report has been 
raised, and who possesses other accom* 
plishments than those which ar^ 
generally to be fouiid in womea 9( 
fashion. 
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" Your Grace basf been correctly in- 
formed^" replied Lady NorwQOM^^ 

* 

*[ and I much fear that the levity whic)i 
b^ beqn attributed to Lady MorgjQj;^^ 
trill not be found so destitute of truth 
as we might and ought to wish. Be it 
as it may, however. Sir Edward is beni; 
on having her, notwithstanding the e^ 
ample of Lord Linmore is before hift 
eyes ; a^d she had ^one great length* 
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with his Lordsh^;^ nay I did hear. But 
4ihis I say in the strictest confidencCi. 
that a little bantling calls him fether y 
and her Ladyship mother. But not a 
word of thi8> as your grace values my 
femej' 

•* Ho ! ho V excraimed^ the Ducfaessjn 
^' a child r impossible ! Lady Morgana 
could never sa far lose sight of her dig^ 
mty and chastity V I am petrified with, 
astonishment V* 

•*! would not by a6y means voucE 
•£E>rthe truth of this report ^'* returned 
Lady NorwocJd 5 ** your Grace has 
heard it fVom me precisely as it was 
conveyed to my ear ; and much would 
it rejoice me to find it altogether un*^ 
worthy the slightest notice^ But it ge^ 
nerally happens when the world tsdks 
so freely and unequivocally, that there 
is some foundation for censure. I da 
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not say, however, thflipibere is any in 
the present instance.' 
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The conversation here ceased, hut 
the report had been originated, and a 
few days rendered it generally preva- 
lent, with the accumulation of a , vast 
mass of additional matter which it had 
gained in its progress through the trans- 
muting hands of the gossips, to whom 
it had been communicated, and who 
had kindly condescended to mould it 
into a shape more calculated for dura- 
bility. Sir Edward and Lady Morgana 
themselves were the only persons igno- 
rant of it,and LadyMorgana found ber- 
celf treated with an unusual stiffness of 
manner, without being able to find in 
her own conduct the least justification 
of such a departure from the rules of 
fashionable politeness^ 

Sir Edward too had discovered him- 
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St/ "•■" ^;e an o^Rtof more than com- 
mo' curiosity, and had seen in the 
couiii nances of his companions, asprt 
of wandering stare^ substituted for that 
cordial stnile of welcome which was 
used to greet his appearance. In Tain 
ke sought for an explanation of the 
mystery ; his friends parried every at- 
tempt to extort the secret from their 
breast, and he was Compelled to re- 
main ignorant and unhappy^ 

In the mean time Sir Frederick was 
anxious for the arrival of the day when 
his wishes should be carried into effect 
by the union of the lovers 3 and in order 
to expedite his object, he promised, if 
the marriage should take place within a 
month, to add five thousrud a j'^earto 
the fortune of Lady Morgana, imme- 
diately, as a reward fc" her atteiitions 
to him during the period of liis resi- 
dence with her. Th .» duuceur subdued 
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the resolution of her^|Myship, and she 
yielded a reliictant consent to resign. 
her liberty wtthin the specified term ; 
atid, from that moment. Sir Edward's 
visits were more constant, and his be«- 
Iraviour assumed a still more affection* 
ate aspect. 

Hitherto the mtercourse of Sir £d« 
"ward and Lady Morgana had been re* 
gulated by the strictest rules of deco* 
rum; and slapder itself had found 
nothing in. their behaviour to afford 
the least ground for the establishment 
of any accusation against them. 

The month was rapidly waning : al- 
ready had the last week begun its 
course, and Sir Frederick anxiously 
counted the hours which still intervened 
betwixt the present moment and the 
eventful morning which was on its wlay. 
Sir Edward too appeared happy,; and,: 
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as he sat by the aNfe of Ladjr Morgana^ 
anticipating future felicity, all his for** 
mer aversion to the marriage seemed 
entirely banished from his breast, and 
had been succeeded by a joy of the 
most pure nature* H^ ladyship was 
not less joyous ; she felt no longer a re- 
luctance to surrender her liberty, but 
wished the day could approach with 
more than ordinary rapidity th&t should 
biiid her new fetters around her. Sir 
Edward passed the whole of hib time in 
Lady Morgana's residence, atid sought 
no pleasures which were not to be 
found within its walls. Lady Morgana 
frequented the routes and parties of 
fashion with less regularity than usual, 
and fixed her whole attention on her 
lover and her uncle. Yet that levity 
of manners whicli is so much admired 
in the present day, aud :.» , y of prin- 
ciple which has sj> u*}r of the 
ruins of a severe ru . - yet 
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. combined im her Iad^btp*« cb^racter ; 
and faer apparent conversion was' more 
to be attributed to the momentary ia- 
-fluence of l^r passion for Sir Edvvaril, 
as to t})e slights siie had latterly re- 
ceived, than to any grounded disrelish 

4 for tliat society and those iiabita to 

\ which she had been accustomed. On 
this point she would often examine«her 

. own mind ; for the idea ofrelinquish* 
ing for ever the circles whigh she had 

' 50 long graced would have been in- 
supportable^ and,'iri .Cinder : that her 
temporary absence jnigi^ not produce 
indifierence to her oki pursuits, she \ras 
daily employed in the retrospect of the 
pleasures she bad. tasted^ and in tj)e 
prospect of their spee^ly TenewaK This 
disposition was not a: little increased. by 

. the constant visits of Lady Te^zev^ll 
and her reports of the grand subjects 
which agitateil the world of gaiety ; and 
sl>e determined^ the momeut she could 
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«p|»ear abroad after the ceremony, Chit 
ishe would return to the delijg;htful so- 
ciety of the elevated circles, virith don* 
ble brilliance. What could she do with 
her iitimense property better than to 
use it in rivalling those who surrounded 
her? Of what use was wealth but to 
produce enjoyment? She resolved then 
that her parties and routes should sur« 
pass in elegance all that had preceded 
ber ; and the envy of the world shoidd 
mark her luminous career along the 
path of celebrity. The more these 
ideas were cherished, the more they 
took possession of her soul, and weaned 
it from other objects. Sir Edward soon 
perceived that she was intently fixed 
on some subject, and that she appeared 
frequently, indelicately anxious for the 
arrival of the nuptial morn, rbe le* 
Tity which had been for some time 

•banished iromberdispoMtioji^Tttttnied^ 
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•«n4 h^ began to feel regret that h^ had 
, $0 irr^tri^Y^ly eomn^iited hkn^^lf. 
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\ r. ^Saturday . te&$ App obited % »tbe. <)ene- 

Ucnasy to take place; aiiid im Friday 

• tnoHiivfigj StP Fredjsri^k llfa^ing ri«^a 

reariy .^nd lolescead^ to jLlie breaJcfest 

parlour, waited Tor Lady Moifgana's 

: ^piiearam^e. Hj^jr ivsyu^d bQ.ur arfffypd, 

•tnvt fihecao^eqojt; he w^it^ stiU.}aD^r 

.|>irt :m,^aiiAj; uutjJj his psatiwpe bei^ig 

exhausted, he sent a message >q ^is 

fiiQce requesting her company. Her 

- ff^d ^{we4tiy' returned with a message 

:«4parporting /t]h9ft her mistress i^as yery 

iU, and 1bieggc4; her Mncie ikA to delay 

-llis brieakfa9t fln -lii^er accpuiiit^ as &he 

^l«bplUd'fo9.iMPaWe>OB^s?the.wbple^^^^ 
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Zotmda!'^' exclaimed Sir Frederick^ 
; ilialf/^asingifrombis seat-^" very ill, did 
m|lto^|j|[|iy4 Wfay^ what caa be tb«j»at 
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ter ? To morrow the weddrng day, anil 
she not able to rise to breakfast. Go 
quickly and tell her I will come to her 
siparttnetit and see her, if sb6 isseriotisly 
indisposed ; let her send for her medical 
attendant ; for she must be well • to- 
morrow. I have fixed my mind oA 
having the wedding at the time a(>- 
•pointed, and any disappointment would 
kill me. Go, make baste ; I am very 
anxious to hear more about your mis- 
itress.*' • 
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^* Yes Sir/' replied the ^tendanit: 
•^ I will go immediately: bui I 9n 
afmid some dreadful business has hap- 
pened between Sir Edward and my 
lady^ ^for last night, he rCished out -^of 
4he house, like a madman; and wbett I 
went to my lady, I found her lying in- 
'sensible on a sofa ^ audit was a loBg 
time before she couki recover hersdf; 
when she talked so vary*5td|iqg^ 1^ 
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ske alarmefi ^usiaU. . She is, liaivev^r^ 
xnrorec.coitiposed; tl^is mtbrning,. but R 
OKI i afraid' bevTsp&pib ''are serioijsljr af-v- 

£fecteB.'^ - 'iii n- .;,.■ ••'..; *J ..^,: *, ..'1 

i^^'^Sir Edwal'd'l'* vociferated^Sir Fre-t 
d^igki'^^ Vfliaiithe devil: has happeiled?^ 
BHdiiot^^^ur ladjp s^-aay thing thaM 
dufldiead you tb judges of the natifmi 
of'- the ocqiirrence which ^ had , t^keito 
Ittaeefilamtall impatience I >Zo.unda^ h 
oaCn*! eatj mj breakfast, iintil I JiUfl^wi 
^Runetbing 'more aboutr ihv i Didf noU 
yo«;|^ttofer<Bny notjon bf tkei busmessi 
filWti: hwiiicoherenceiast3nigi|t ? " o a!f 

1 ^' No, "tttV nfot t a, word'^;! retamed itbetf 
Ipii 9 . '^4>ntl^l:MviU directly roq ^tq rwyi 
Iad}^,'a;<iditakeiyoar.mds6ageyitQdiI,bQp^ 
ihe: wiU send jfAutaa: acposintswhichr 
giay give you saftsfaotion. ^ Poo)r aovtl^ 
Ae: lis \xk said distress ; let it. be l^ibat * ijt 

ES 
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. Away tripped the m»id ^ ]eia?i»p Sir 
Frederick in a terrU>]e state of ansuetjr. 
and suspense. What could be tbe 
meaning of this sudden illness ? Had: 
any serious quarrel taken place wliicb 
bad destroyed bis niece's bopea. Had 
Sir £klward beard ot seen any thing ttf. 
hm disadvantage; uf bad'^e^ bMfi 
fnqued by any pait of his condudt; iiMb 
tbas, in a momentary paroxysm^dri^eitt 
bim from her ioc ever^. He. could nrit 
resolve the questions hi propnKd.tQ 
himself: bat. whatever had beets .fcbufe 
cause of the unhappy afiair»/h<t;jbiay!04r 
its consequence . vpould not be«erioiiAc 
He could not bear the idea of posf^ 
pohing the marriage ; the driossra bad 

been prepared^thepapers/hlid annouiief^ 
tiie icytended cekrbratiDni thb bi^bbp* 
who wa^ to perform Ikre ceremony hail 
arrived In toivn for the purpose^ tfa^ 
{>|>ocial liceuce was pi*ocui*ed ; and thfr 
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Srapsfef of five tiiousand ^ year froiu' 
his fiirtune to that of bis niece had al» 
ready, taken place. And^ after all this, 
should the wedding, be put off? It was 
cruel, bear-t ^breaking — he could not 
outlive the disappointment: he was- 
f^ on fire> burning to know the nature 
«Dd^ extent of the misfortune which bad 
^il^ pl^K^f He could not eat: his 
aoxtety had taken, away bis appetite,, 
and rendered him distracted and njec- 
yn^s fOi ^hp extreme. 

fb? maid wash not returned : surely 
I^y l||||ff gana would n9t unnecessarily 
4elay to satisfy ^is wishes and remover* 
bis apprehensions! Where could ^e the 
Becessity of detaining the servant, when 
a briiff? message would be sufficient to 
give himease?r ^efqund himself more* 
%nd Olpre unhappy ; his hopes rapidly 
leceided and bis fears*i|predsed. His 
mece mu^ bf unwilling to alarm him 
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by a detail which might produce' 
))ad eonsequenccsy in his enfeebled 

stale. 

At this moment the door opened 
and the girl entered, with a second' 
message, in which Lady Morgana iri*'^ 
treated her uncle would restrain hisini^ 
patience for a few hours, and she would 
communicate the occurrence whichhaS' 
ta^en place, by letter; for she was too- 
much 'indisposed to see even him, at? 
the present moment. She regrettcffil 
that she should not be able to go through 
the expected ceremony on th^d^brrow, 
on account of her extreme agitation 
and illfness. " ' 

*• Not go through the ceremony !'* 
returned the enra|ed baronet—. 
^ Zounds, I shall choak with irfjr dis^ 
appointment! ^H^bat will the world- say^ 
What Witt the papers sity i ♦ What wi\i 
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Sir. Edward say ? She shall . be \v?r 
enough : she shall go if 3be is alive ! By 
letter too ! I am to have the occurrence 
communicated by letter ! She won*t 
admit her uncle to her room ! I shall 
lu'eak my old heart! the ungrateful girl; 
not see me, indeed ! Well; well ; this 
corresponds with the rest of my life — 
nothing but trouble, disappointnoent 
and misfortune ! Not go through the 
ceremony indeed ! Send Joseph here, 
I'U write a note taSir £dwardj||||d get 
an explanation from him V* 

Jos0dfc^ attendeds and the agitated 
baronet, after several attempts, pro- 
duced a short note to the following 
•|ftirport. .^ J . . ^. 

1 

** My dear Si|pJ^wapdL •- Tell me 
:/^b«ll4ps occurred beM^ij^t ^jLady Mor* 
gftnaand yourself ifovJttlAcirstaiad she 
i»^ fk^iill^ JBdisg9Be4> ,an4:y9u l^ 
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Caventfish' Sqaaife lasl nignt tn great- 
emotion. Give me some explanation 
of thrs matter, ^nd let me kiiovv what 
time I may expect to see you in the 
mornings to accompany us to church; 
for I am determined my niece shaH gol 
You .shall not be fooled by any whims 

which she may take in her head*— 

i 

^ Yours truly 

. ■ 1 -. . 

•^ . • ••« Frederick Fitzormood.*' 

*• Cavendish'-Squarey 

*' FfidUy morning. vIp- - 



■I r« • 
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When this note was dispatohcd^-'ftp 
Frederick sat down with more ease to 
Tiis breafefast, btit itjbrcely ifcw'* he 
'taken the^i^ mouthfiil*^when HvMMNrts 
mesfsage re4p^^^ hism^merjr. '-^81^ 
*9ould .x»\ go thtoufh ||i#-<»pMtid 
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oefexpony to-iporrow." With gitair 
difficulty he swallowed the moi:$j^U ^0)1 
striking his hand violently on the table^ 
aaervant^ alarmed by theno^^ entered 
and Sir Frederick, in an angry yoice>* 
ordered him to clear the table. 

r 

In cU>oa|; an hour, Joseph returnedt. 
with ^n account that Sir Edward hac| 
left bis r^sidpnce at midnight^jleayiag di-t 
ri^cj^ions ^or th^ disppsal ofhis bouse and^ 
furniture to the best adv^tag^-a^^ 

t.he^e^ed uucommoi^y depressed: 
^Jf4 »S»tatedat hbjJep^riJN^i . ^ ;; 

^ *^ -« lt*s a lie, a confounded lieP* ex-^ 
claimed Sjr Frederi(;k, as soon- as be 
cpuld find words — 'Mt is in^possibU^f 
t\){^t Sir l^jy^rd ^hctu^d have goue froiDf 
](iOpj^0D^ witboQ||f comiag to n^e. His* 
lioqseJIiMi furniture top ,tp^bi$ w^dj Why^ ^filr 
i^ caunot be : he is goiogjtoJbe married^ 

* - I* 
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l&>iin>rr(iw to m^ niece. I know ib 
att a lie." 

* •'Why, sir/* returned the man, *'l 
9^ he was tO; be married to-morrow^ 
and his steward tohi -me; he had re*' 
minded him of it, and Sir Edward, lift- 
ing up his hands, replied — *• No, never^^ 
Morgan, I am for ever unhappy ; my" 
hopes are at an end, and I now qait* 
the metropolis forever. One unhappy' 
act hill exiled me from society/* So,, 
sir,* you may depend upon it he h 
gone^ for I bad it froixx the best'autho*' 
TityJ 
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- Sir Frederick motioned Joseph to rt-' 
liVe;'and closing the doS^ after him/ 
Wt^an to give loose to his' enidtidn.' 
•*One unhapjiy actl^ What^dould 
*^th'at act be?. He cbuld not soWfe the 
pV6bl^'-/4>ut'1rwas eVideiit that Sir' 
Edward bad left London, and that the 
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intended marriage would not take place.^ 
Was his niecp acquainted with this cir- 
cumstance ? Doubtless she must be I 
The correspondence of their emotions; 
the departure of Sir Edward, and the 
professed inability of Lady Morgana ta 
go through the ceremony, proved a 
mutual understanding. But-whftt could 
have caused this breach? Yesterday ,- 
they loved each other affectionately, 
and the bare idea of a separation would 
have been a dagger in tlieir hemii. Som^ 
iirribte eveiH must have taken place ; 
\ktt 8& thi^k' was the mysterioirs veil 
*^htdi ceiiceated the truthj» that he was 
not able ta penetrate it. ^ His niece 
was iniprudeniy that • he thotfght ex* 
Ifemely probable : she might havft 
l^eeii guiJlyf^'^^gmlty'/ the thought was 
^go^y ; oh't *6, it w^s impoSsible-t 
perisfli the fon! suspicion-? But; at-'t(i 
events, the wedding Wrtild not take 
place'K*Thi»- thought conipletdly iiii^ 



ijy^nfted ^W Frederick^ and-, sinking su- 
pin^^ly on tii^e sota yviiere lie wus sitting, 
be began to weep bitterly ;.bivth is 9orrow> 
wd« inter I upWd by tbe entrance of Lady 
Morgana's attendant, who gave a letter 
into bis hand^wbich tbe agitated baronelt 
immediately broke open, and wber^^ 
"^ith horror, \ie read as fplio^'.s-rr 






My ^p^r ufipi^^'Mf i may w 

%l.io\pj?d opw tp tpake use of a term* 
wbicb yAV .W>|1 refuse me th^ j^igi^t t'Qt 
adpRt ii> fjijture. .Sir Edj«ar4 hffts left 
FiP» y*8» fpr.eyer i and I fmfi w^elote 

guilty, 'The- robe of cl^a^tity w.hic^ 
ga.yem.e iajtjtiaetion^in ^,e jeyesof i^xvs^ 
I |p!?e^.>^W? w^.iph preserved roe f^o|» 
|he atU<;)j^.of.^»ideif,i}.as_bL?efl pl«9^ 
frpm (i\e ^ apd i remain fi tjerfpr to my^ 
ttlfand a warniag to others. When 
I lookJbiack on tbe eminence from which 
I iiave lidleu; when 1 conader tbe 
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how j^Uter mu$t be niy.pres©q,t ^^>gu\sh^ 
wdihoutfi hope to.chieer flae, pir tP':V£)P|g 
and pei^^T^le the Uumkening hpf/lpi^^ 
which.^verwhehn the future. QU ! Sic 
FrederiQk, I can no longt r n\eet you I 
I, M^bo^ («ou^l yesterday look in you/ 
eQ^ntepm)i^e, ,m^ saiile jvith tlie coo^ 
sciousn^ss'.of iiinoctiitie^ I <pouid iioi^ 
pOvr bear jto.^t^id in ;your pre^i^^eg 
to observe, :tUe teaijs niof3teniug'yquf 
cbeeks .wliielilace caused Ijy.nay.j^icioedf 
pes3 : tQ. b^ar yo.ur ;sigh^ occ^iop^ hg 
fBiy..jyQlrtblfis»,spnft«ct;3^ SPfl .to^fi^^lif 

Ihe ;s))»ftft-fpf .iJp^tUDMjiy >K|)ich WQuliJ 
^aiji Pie frqip evpry ftwri^i ^.fian^jojt 
Jjjgjir; th^ ;!^d><JWlfti t^qjgers qf f hose ^Vfljf^ 
Jwre, jb»efflttofe.«?i w .tp nyrs^/ y flpiwUJjjk 
.butjfoF/nHy.Qwn gpUt,. mjgljt ^till 900^ 
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lire 'from l^iis iscene of xAy (K^jgradei i, 
will hide myself in some remote =cornert 
of the world, where I may devote tb^ 
residue of my days to peFiitettce £lnd 
penance. But seek not to see me niy 
wncle, for I can no more behold "you. 
My shame has erected an insurmount- 
able barrier between us, which must 
never be reniaved. I return you the 
deed of transfer which you gave to me; 
I no longer deserve it : I shall forfeit 
the condition- on which I was lo claim 
k. No domestic happiness awaits me $ 
Hyrfien ^weaves ^ for ' me* no fetter^) 
guift'his'diaJ^ed-awfB^yvlbve; afid^lie wh^ 
had sworn to love me through .life; 
alarnfed'Ot my wanton misconduct, has 
refused tohald fiirther connection- wittt 
Vne, and flies- nue for ever. Yes, my 
TibcleV Sir IBdwai-d il^ inde^ gc^e^;!)!]! 
^e has left me an outcast ' ffafen ttrtue'^ 
contaminated^ deceived, and undone. 
He has nbus'ed nfiv^Iove 'foJ^•hiln : bvk 



?t his own conscience be his only tor-, 
lentor ; if he is not more callous than : 
believe him to be,»he will suffer, suffi.-^ 
iently. Pursue him not with youc van- t 
eance or your hatred; such a mode of' 
receeding would only expose ray 
bame without aggravating his. Far^n 
^11, my uncle, for ever ; my house is : 
'our's, for I am about to quit it^ tl>^i I 
day seclude myself from the society. of: 
hose who would pour down meritedf 
nsultson mjT head* May you live long, 
nd recover that happiness w^hicb mfist 
rave been lacerated anew . by t^i^ ciri% 
li^al conduct <rf . ^ c* 

■ 

** Your unhappy niece^' " "^ 
" Morgana Meredith^'* > ^ 






As he read this terrible epistle, Sil! 
Frederick felt a sudden sickness steaV^ 
>ver him ; his head turned giddy, bia 
;yes became dim i and he f(pll .into, j^ 
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state 6f stupid inseissibilitjr, fromwbicll^ 
be u as apoused by the eif«.>Fts of several* 
domestir»wbo mo<)cl aroUnd him. But 
the stroke of misfortune had stricken^ 
snore heavily, and his frequent relapses- 
rendered mefdicat assistance necessary,^ 
By liie aid of some very powerful re- 
medies, be was at length restored, iir 
senbe degree, \>nt his situation was coti!» 
fiidered very critical, imd tie was ordered" 
to^ remcun in his bed; 

No sooner was the baronet capable- 
^reoatting past events, than be begaiiii 
to picture to himself tfte extent of bis* 
affliction* ife bad anticipated mucii. 
felicity from the happy establishment 
of his niece ; but at the moment, when- 
be was about to realise his dream of 
bope, the vision had disappeared, and 
*was succeeded by a horrid and gloomy 
eert;Ekinty. Was it for this that he left his 
far^l abode, where, if he found no ac-^ 




t«al. .h«p.pine^, he u^^ ^t hPist free 
fromiactnial ulisery t W.as.itibr tbis.he 
Gon^oKd to i^DUiid iUe ' di;ifK)is]tion- qf 

SieJ£dw«f(t.ciiid to promo^:th^. vwifAiftt- 
a£ Lady Morgana } Wat' ifa* that be: 
sbouki t>la7 a viliain's part^ aiic} tb9t 
she should become the wretched victim 
of hiirdrW^ Wasikbifi ibe teitntnetiiti 
cf jdlllbur expectatiow, of the laitf ho|[>e 
tbolrlMr ohurisbed^ to tendisr bi» de^ 
cbiiing years mom joycms thaa iboM 
which bad preceded tbem^ Was bk 
duiixtg jniiecei diis ftn>rite: J;^y Moff 
gana, thus fallen from the height, tktr 
proud height on which she bad beea 
pUdcenL, hndirtAxice^ u>:kmpr}^ a hagh-^ 
Vig:iitocfc jto the foail&b» m^ ah object 
af:. pity. (to the liespe^^^li^.part'af so* 
cidtyiOh i it was too nxuchfof him to 
bear i the disappointmant was aever6 
indeed; tbe world had ttow.jDQattrQPr 
tiveness in it ; 3>othing wontb Uyiog for ^ 
no^ objecti^nf desiie *tM$:j|» Jii^^ mmtit 
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thetroubte of seeking* He Va5^<i«'-'^ 
tented to die, but he could wish oncel 
more tobe^iold his unhappy i^i^e, to"' 
tell her of hid pity and forgiveness-^tai 
breathe- iil her -ears some bons^Iatibn^ 
afhd instil into her bosom ioine'ho(»e* 



'-■»;■ • ^ . I ' ■ ■ • ■ ■'* 



^Tbe unhappy effect produced* by this« 
indulgence in bis "sor rows- reduced: him> 
to the brink of the gra^ ; his heart Tmsr^ 
broken^ and when the physician. psd^ 
ifounced his dangisr^ lieii^eceii^edjtber 
tidings with a^ retr|^atioir-truly x^bm^ 
tian* ■ •■ ^- '■■^'' '*■' '•' ^^-'^ .»-.:■ ^^ 

• •• " '.' » ? ■ . 'f , ■" V. ■# »-i . ' J-r,. .. * 

"Lady Mofgana^wmt infevmed it tbe 
same time of 4he danger of hetunqler 
and of his ifi^ to behold bet obo^iiiore 
before iieVlfed^ . To her form i^ dbVMs^ 
this w^s indeed an agpnizing*addition« 
That uncle whom she had undertaken 

o console and recom pence for his past 
ititrofws, \/is «c^ 4cilled by i her- d^ofi^ 
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4^t\ : slife bad pt-et^ndecT to love blm, 
»»dnd in return for the real affection and 
•liberality he had shewn towards her, she 
' hlid planted a stiletto in his heart, and 
had dtit' flhort his days, plunging him 
into the extremes of misery and pain. 
■>Bmacibted''and weak as slie was, iitia- - 

• 'bife to sit^n a chair, i^he determined'-lio 
'^ ob^y the tvfehe? of her injured relative, 

• and being placed oh a couch, she was 
borne to the chamber of the expiring 
baronet, whose dissolution was ad- 
vancing with uncommon rapidity. 

No sooner did the unhappy Lady 
Morgana behold her venerable and suf- 
ifering uncle, than she burst into a flood 
of tears, and wept with all the bitter- 
ness 6f the most severe anguish, as he 
extended his withered hand, and gave 
her his forgiveness and his benediction. ' 
The scene was too powerful for her to 
^ppyt ; audj speechless^ she was car- 






Tied back to her chamber,* witbotrt 
having been able to utter a word m 
the presence of him whom s^he bad re- 
duced to 60 melancholy a siluation t 
«all hopes of liis recovery wave com* 
pletely banished) at)d the same even- 
ing about an hour before m(idu|ght, the 
im happy Sir Frederick Fitz^rxnoiKl 
breathed his last in the arms of those 
av ho surrounded him. 
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CHAPTER K. 



When virtue withdrew her protecting 
^cegis from Lady Morgana^ her form 
^mddenly lest its attractions^ and Sir 
vEdward beheld her rather as an object 
«of disgust than desire. He saw her di« 
vested of those beauties which bad 
rendered her amiable in bis view.; he 
saw her degraded from the station in 
^bic^'Sbe had ibeea pia^jied b^ Jbirth ; 



and powerful indeed was the contrast 

which presented itself before him in her 

past and present character. She soli* 

cited him to remember his vows, and 

to fulfil the matrimonial engagement 

into which he had entered, and intrealed 

him not to abandon her who had been 

betrayed "fcto a crime By the impetu- 

ositv of her affection, nor to cast her 

like a faded flower upon the world. 

But could he consent to connect himself 

with one who had outraged the laws 

of virtue ? Could he submit to an union , 

with one who so easily plunged into 

"* infamy ? What proof hiad he that she 

• might not be guilty of a repetition of 

- lier crime, when she had the power 

' of recomttiitting it with less hazard to 

her reputation ? He could not -'bring 

himself to concur in a line of conduct 

'. so opposite to his natural disposition, 

»; so remote from bis ^'iews of right axid 

; wrong. He bad mot hesitated to plunge 



^ 



tiady MB^gana into tfce ^yss df n^i- 
swy ; btit he fdt an likieonqUefable 
y^uctattce to release her frona her dis- 
jfrac6, and to heal the wounds which hfe 
had dven her. He considered that her 
crfmihal levity was the consequence of 
lier improper education and her fash- 
idfiafole h^its and assbciationsj^ and he 
i^ared lest the same' corriipt source 
ini^ht produce similar behaviour h^re* 
ktt&r. ^hAe Co-utd he find a' pie%e 
t6 the contrary ? Stie might proinise 
to his ear, but break the pledge to his 
hope; Yet how ccmld h^ eti^dure the 
i^oiight of plunging l^dy Morgana 
intoTOisery, and ovexwhelmmg her with 
obloquy ? How could he thus fly from 
one who had been so tenderly attached 
to him, and wlTom he had so much 
loved ? I'he.task would be hard indeed, 
but it was necessary (dp his own hap- 
piness and l\6nbr: it would be easier to 
l^event than riemedy the misery wtidhi 
VOL. II. F 
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ttijght be consequent tippn an anient 
now, the way of escape was open; 
but, hereafter, it might be choaked up 
lyith obstacles. He would, thereforct 
boldljr refuse to cement a tie which he 
might afterwards wish to break; andj 
by a voluntary exile, prefclude the pos- 
sibility of future engagements and fu- 
ture unhappibess. 

Such was the train of thought which 
filledtbemind of the baronet; as he con* 
tern plated the agitated victim of his in- 
ordinate passions, who sat speechless 
and stupified by his side ; and, as he 
awoke from his abstraction he at- 
tempted to reason Lady Morgana into 
a similar conviction ; but bis efforts 
were in vain. She represented the ne« 
cessity of an immediate union, as the 
only method of concealing her disgrace^ 
and enabling her again to. mingle in 
society. She pointed out most forcibly 



K» 



tbe extent of their crime, and its pro- 
bable consequence ; and intreated him» 
.as he> valued her peace of* mind, her 
Cuture fame, and her existence itself, 
to make the only reparation in his 
power, and thus to prove the sincerity 
of the attachment he had so often and 
veheftiently professed* But the cha* 
raei^jr of Sir Edward now assumed a 
different appearance to Lady Morgana ; 
and, instead^ of the humble, obedient 
lover, she beheld in him the obdurate 
conqueror. He returned codL replies to 
her affectionate expressions, and re* 
ceived her caresses with indifferenqe ; 
he even shrunk from her touch, and her 
offered hand, more than once, fell back 
to her side disregarded. Still he at* 
tempted {to justify the postponement 
of the ceremony, insinuating that there 
were many more noble than himselfi: 
who would not hesitate to pay their 
court to her, as soon as they slioulddis- 

f2 
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^orer that be was^gone »way : she fe^ 
plied with her tears, a»l inquired if he 
thought her affection towards him had 
s^QCh a shallow fbnndation } lastead oi 
aEswtciDg tbis^ question, he eqfuive^' 
caled; and when at tength, he was uiH 
able ta ppodoce arguments wherewitb 
to cenxbat those of the unhappy Lady» 
Morgana, fae sank into a stubborn ti^ 
lence, which oanvinced the Uiihoppy' 
ihounier, tiMt hj her guilty coindttcti 
dw had ^ aver sacrificed the love oS 
lum, wh0 alone possessed the power to 
render life valuable and desirable. She 
gazed on bhu fw a few minutes, with a 
inxpplicating expression in her glance^ 
and tlien dropped lifeless on the sofa^ 
when the agitated but obstinate Sir 
Sdward, snatching up his hat, ruslied 
out of the apartment, and stayed not 
until he arrived at his own residence; 
where cailfiilg his steward to hini, he 
ga¥e the necessary directions for the 
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^le of \i\% ftouse amd fiirnrturt, atid 
soort fouiid hiiiiself in his way to HiK 
vernon Hail. 

Wheir the day began to break. Sir 
Edward was far advanced on his way, 
bctt his mind was still a scene of tor* 
bulence and perplexity which harassed 
huh excessively. The image of the 
weeping'Lady Morgana presented it* 
delf to the eye of his fancy ; and the 
idea that he had basely accomplished 
her ruin was a corrosive which preyed 
upon his spirits^ and rendered ev^ his 
intervfris 6f repose from more excnrcr- 
Ming torture, paihfnl and almost in* 
tc^ter&bl^. 

^. 
■ 

In one of the pocktets ^f hfs chaise» 
a bundle of newspapers had been placed 
by the kindly care of his steward, and 
he hastily dhew out one of those to di- 
vert his attention for a moment, from. 
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the cot^templatiopi of bis ^m^ sorrow54 
As he ran over the UDhrteresliDg cop* 
tents of the print he held )n hi^ faand^ 
bis eye was suddenly arrested by the 
aame of General Bragwell, whom he 
iODniediately recognised to be an old 
^boolfellow of his^ and whom he had 
lieei> frequently in the habit of meeting 
m the Park and JE^II Mall. Curiosity 
prompted him to look into the parap 
graph which contained hi& name^ wheo 
he read as follows :•— 

« 

*^ General Bragwell arrired at Fljr^ 
mouth on Tuesday^ to take the conti> 
mand of the secret expedition, which 
is waiting at that port for a fair wind» 
A regiment of cavalry was embarking 
when the letter of our correspondent 
was closed," 

. A secret expedition commanded by 
Bragwell 1 Why this was the most fa- 
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toorable ciroumstaiYce that could harc^ 
occurred for Sir Edward. He ihighf 
easily enter as a voli^nteer> and amidst: 
the buslle and din of war, lose, for st 
time at least, all thoughts of Lady Mor*^ 
gana, bis past misconduct, his present 
vneasiness ; and might, by the heroism 
of his achievements^ wipe away the foul 
ftun which slander would attach to hit 
jet unsullied character. The idea was 
a balm to his agitated bosom; and 
liope^ which *^ springs eternal in the^ 
human breast/^ once more shed a fainfe 
j^ntmerittg ovcir bis mind. But the ex* 
peditToh' might have sailed t No, that 
was scarcely likely in so short a time» 
for many aimngements, and re-ar« 
nrngements were always to be made,* 
^fore such an armament could be eom-^ 
pletely in readiness to sail; No timie^ 
then was lost» for he was now travellings 
in a Tight direction for the sea-port^^ 
and why should he not proceed thith^ 
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t^secutiopi. Hj6 respIutioR wd$ pjromptljr 
iiorme4» ^^ l>i^ servants were or<kt*«d# 
%t the next siage, to prOeeed to- Plyv 
mouths 

: ^ ■ ■ ■ 

Sir Edward's thoughto now^'tooka 
diiibrefi^ directioti. .B<Htle$f tfumpilfiy 
4riiix),9» ti>d cIm^ ^ atwf> the fire. fif 
ipiiHiqjKietryji the roar of <kttllUry, Tyiiigr. 
w\th the tbundefi of natMiley the Intte*. 
pidity x)f ber^estf tlie cries. of tbe^vao^ 
%}iisbed and tbe wounded, aod the^ pleac* 
isiKe<^ vidlory, were s^^raeprtmnfeJl*^ 
bis imagination. He $i\f bimself liUffn 
rounded by foes^ cobti^oding against 
fearful oddi with undaunted intrepid 
dity andvigour» raising around himaa 
entrenchment composed of slaug^nedf 
iMiniep ; bB saw vipiory . HIiukiinMing^ 
tb4^ point of his $wordi an() opening tat 
I}i#;Yiew an uotobstraptfd pab^age toi 
iffiffiprtal r^a^wi^ Hit b^art4i^pe4 
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i^rth Saltation at the flatteribg; picture 
Ins febcy bad delineated^ while the latter 
extended the ideal scene^ and presented 
to him the glorieis which would await* 
his return ; the gratitude of his cotin- 
trjr^^ the thanks of the senate^ the 
HoDorary rewards of his Sovereign, the 
society of the highest ranks> and the 
admiration of all his fair country-wo«^ 
men. In this imaginary mirror^ he be*-- 
held himselfelevated toaDukedom^eti-^ 
riched, and bending beneath the weight 
^f earthly dignities^ high in the eonfi-- 
dence -of the King^ an eldc}uent orator 
m the higher house, a {)rodigy of wit,. 
Urisdom and experience ; he saw du^es^ 
earls, and marquisses bowing at hi9< 
Isree; and seeking to win the tardy 
fthilefrom his lips; he beheld those 
#fao had treated him lightly, and 
i^unned his company, hastening to 
tender the offering of renewed flattery 
at his feet ; all his guilt was banished; 
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from tbeir^'ecoHecti^iui, MlipMd 10 tfe 
present jt^illiance of bis glory ; he fras^ 
immaculate^ infallible, complimeDtei^y 
adored^ pmi«ed» courted and followed^ 
by men of ^eiy rank and desoriptioo. 
Such would be the issue of his heroic 
valour ; and bis^verheated imagination 
was again bursting with new prodigies 
of anticipation, when he was sudden- 
ly roused by a salutation^-r^^ Would 
your honor take breakfast here V^ 

Unpleasandy provoking its this in* 
terruption was to Sir Edward's fancy> 
it was not unpalatable to his senses } 
for he had journied upwards of a hun«^ 
dred miles, and nature began to assert 
her right to be attended to, in prefer* 
ence to the phantom visions of a waoi* 
dering brain,which were ill calculated to 
remove theetfects of bodily fatigue and 
mental embarrassment. The baronet 
eonfe^se4 the &Gce of her argument^ 
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mid sat doWB to bis brn)cfdrt with m 
tolerable appetite»fortunately for which^ 
the recollection of his conduct towards 
his unhappy victim did not recur to 
him^ until he had completely finished 
bis meal, and was on th& point of r^ 
eommencing his journey, when it was 
too late taproduce any ill consequences. 

The residue of his career was eni« 
ployed in the contemplation of the real 
miseries he had. occasioned, and the 
fancied good which he was .to achieve^ 
and as the latter subject was. more flat* 
teringto his. vanity and his wishes, it 
was allowed to engross the greater part 
Oif his attention ;. and it tended,, in ho 
small degree, to enliven the tediousness 
•f the way. 

The midnight hour was sounding 
from the monitors of departing time, as 
Sir Edward's chaise drove into the dirty 
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«hd inis*slit4ied strvetg mi- Pljlnottth ^ 
m/i^ in JinAwer to bb first enqoirjr on 
kia arrival at iiis iiiD, be had the happt- 
nesa to hear that the e&peditioB had not 
yet sailed* aiid that General B)ragweU')» 
residence was under the Bame roofi Thl^ 
baronet resolved to iseek an- ioterfiair 
ivith his oM friend early in the tttOirning^ 
and having partaken of a tolerable sup- 
p&ff be retired to bis apartmeat. 

Early in the noming Sir Edward 
left bis bed, aaxious to obtain the ao 
eoBipliahment of bis wishes, and haviiag^ 
sept in his name te* the Generlil; wh(> 
was at his breiddast^ sui'ronfided 1^ 
officers^ be was instantty invited td paf^ 
takeofth*aQeal» 

•' Hilvernon^ I rejoice to see yoii> 
my friend !'^ egttbimed BragwdH aa 
Sir Edward entered the Foom-*^IfyxH> 
bad been a day lateTi yea wonld not^ 
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hBffe pveh me thit pl^asttm, for t}t& 

ivind hat veered about^ and my Mded^ 

afe positive/* 

-■•■.'-■: 

, *^Tbe pleasure then is reciprocal^ 

liut I' hope Hie kfoitiot part sosoon !'' re^ 

•tnrned thd bariNkec^ accepting the 6e» 

ntrara profiereil<4iai;id— >^<^ For I have 
journiedl hither* purposely toseeyon> 

and to prefery- 6ivthe score of our oH 

friendBbip^ a request, of a peculiar aad 
-singular nature; which you must not 

yefttsie me. 

* ■ 

"My 4€W friend/* nm^fm^ted thfe 

-CteneraU ^ you knoW yon may coni* 

^ttand Mie to the extent of my povrers'; 

4|bferefore^ speAk frfeely, anrf^ foeiiere mi, 

tlKft favour yoti will confer oil me> by 

tiiaking me the means of isehrin^ yod^ 

ifVA be the highest gratification yoti 

could offer ma BMt, I beg pardon, pef* 

baps the communication is of a confi- 
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dentiaf nature ;: if so^jwe wilTretireAs k 
noment, to the adjoining room*.*' 

•* By no means, oiy friend,** respond-^ 
cd the baronet—" yy request is briefly 
this.— An unfortunate affair, of wbicli 
you shall know more^Aiereaft^, oUiges 
me to quit the fashionable world for a 
time I and I have ^n unconquerable 
liatred to a^ rustic life^; J have, therefore^ 
made up my mind, with your permia- 
8ion> to accompany you on yobr ex* 
pedition ; and, in fighting under your 
banners, to obliterate' the remembrance 
of the past, and lay the foundation for 
future glory. You will not refuse me 
the satisfaction of going with y<^, I ^m 
certain $ since your consent will not 
gratify any fastidious capricej. but wiU 
render me a service of the most essen^ 
tial nature, and will bind me stiU more 
doscily to your interests^'! 






Ill 

■ I 

^ Truly glaci should I be to accept 
youroflfer, ray dear Hilvernons** re- 
sumed the gefkevaly *^ but it is not ia 
my power, tp place you in that situa- 
tion which my friendship would allot 
to you. And there are dangers^ diffi« 
Culties^ and privations^ which you have 
not taken into calculation. Can yoa 
be contented to seek repose on a sol* 
dier's bed, in case of emergency— <i 
wisp of straw scattered on the ground 
and [covered with a coarse blanket ? 

* 

Can you bring ypurself to relish a sol- 
dier's fare — hardened bread, and water 
from stagnant pools ? Can you find 
strength and resolution to endure long 
marches, continued through night and 
day, over unaccommodating lieaths, 
and a rough and rugged country ? Caa 
you bear the bitttirness of the midnight 
watch, after a day of toil and danger, 
when wearied nature can scarcely sup- 
port you, and virhen a mumeutary for^ 



^etfoTo^ss of your duty mfty cost yott 
your life ? Can you consent to carry oa 
your back, your bed and jrour food ? 
Canyoubear your nmsket through a tire^ 
some march, and make up your mind 
f o a ready obedience of orders^ which 
may app<5ar to you severe or unneces*-^ 
flsary?' Consider, my dear friend, all 
'these hardships now ; for it would be 
^00 late to retraet, when you are once 
embarked in the hazardous and arduous* 
undertaking..^ 

^ As to the post to which you allude^. 
Jnydear Iriend^'' returned Sir Edward;: 
^ I want no such mark offriendship« Z 
^k ta enter as a volunteer, and when^ 
tny condBCt shall entitlie me to reward>. 
^en will I claim it*^ Your pictured 
ttardships I have already duly weighed,, 
and have made up my' mind to meet 
and overcome them. I am of the same 
kature and make as yourself i nay^mj 
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limbs are more string to the ^e ; aad 
flurely^ if these diilicultiej^ ^re nQ% tpo 
much for you to encounter, I ms^ con* 
sider myself equal to them. My mind 
11^ (ixed on the plan^ and you have pnly 
tp ensure : my happioessp, by giving your 
consent to my wishes. ' ' 



■ . ' ' ■ ■ ■ I * J t . » 






If that 16 al]» my fr^nd^l^ answered 
Gfi;ife^;4l ..Br|igwe|l,, jV you have tl)i|t 
moft freely and fully* . B^ ^ ^^ g^va 
you aiist of necessaries; which yo^ op^t) 
proyi4jvfer^Q»r,^)w« equij^meftt^ a^^ 
ei^y; thing s^usfc ba in r^adi^|E»(y. aii4^ 
oajboiiMrd.this.evemngi for J hope tof 
saili at latertj by the iQorning's tidi^w^ 
Yoa havo been engaged im some ux^ 
li\<ky intrigujesi I supposej eh ? But 
nevier o&iodK a few hour^' sail will waft, 
us beyond the vengeance of outrageoM^. 
husbands^ or thwarted lovers ; and W0 
shall find a better use for pur swords^ 
than to defend a momentary indiscr^* 
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lion, or to shed the Mood of a fellow 
countryman on account of a trifial 
quarrel.'* 

^ I must waive aR explanations^, on 
ihis pointy for the present^** answered 
Sir Edward: ''but youshaH be m* 
formed of the circumstance as soon at 
webave sailed. In the mean timeabcept 
of my best thanks foryourfiriendlycon^ 
currience in my wishes ; and do niethli 
cre^ to believe tbat I will not disgrace 
ftm banners. I sliall be in readings hf\ 
tSie^^venrng, fori ba^ botbing'to de» 
]liy aid beyond the time neceste^ for 
the attainment of my appahitus and 
the stores which I am to procure ; and 
these matters I will set about ittimiedK* 
ately ; but pray, may I be permitted to* 
take a servant with me^ I have aOiith* 
ful fellow here/ who will hang himself 
if he is left behind.'' 
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•• Certainly :'^ replied the Gcneral> 
^ but provide him with a similar equip* 
ment, for, in the hour of danger, ht 
must be contented to go into the ranks^ 
and fights in common vvith the rest of 
vs. My time is precious, my dear 
Hilvernon, and apologies, at this mo* 
ment, are superfluous; I must leavt 
you for the present ; dine with me hert 
at five, and we wiU afirerwardt go on 
board together, if the wind eontimies 
&vottmble/' 

Sir £dward shook his friend by the 
band, and, receiving the -list he offered 
him, proceeded, without delay, topur^ 
chaseand pack the necessaries which ha 
was expected to supply himself with; 
whilehis honest Francis,overjoyedat the 
prospect of accompanying his master^ 
bestirretdl. himself with such alacrity, 
that before three o'clock, the whote 
•f the articles which belonged to bis 



iDaater land himself, ^ere shipped on 
board the vessel appointed for the ge^ 
uerdi aod bis staff. 

At the hour of dinwerj! the ^ com* 
mander once more aef before Sir Ed- 
vmrd the daiigers axkl diiEcukies whiclk 
twaitedhifla ih his neirsphereof actimij 
bill ^ramind of the ia^ter was renlred 
vpoo the sabjeet aiiid he finaUy i^ 
daaed liis kiAeBtkin of dmraig in tM 
trial and hazard with his old fiietid^ 
who congratulated him on his cour^ge^ 
and piredicted mhdi advints^ ta^th^ 
tervice from his gallant achiievemienis; 
The bottle circidated. freely ^ and, just 
at the ieigfat*o'clock-guti #a8 fired, the 
IRrhole party arose from the tables and 
w^e speedily rowed on board the ship 
which was prepared for them ; and the 
morning's dawn beheld the fleet Standi 
iog out into the open chaimdi 
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CHAFER XL 



SaHE monthd had elapiied' tUbtkce the 
death of Sir Frederick, slnd stiH Lady' 
Morgana fingered in Cavendish Squar^^ 
unable to bring herself to beskr the 
thought of an entire seclusion from the 
world. By the demise of her uncle, she 
had became possessed of his immense, 
property, so that, if the gifts of forttme 
had been jsufflcient to re-purchase the 



happiness she once enjoyed, she ihight 
have been counted the most felicitous 
of her species. But the fallacy of such 
an idea was sufficiently exemplified in 
the case of her ladyship, who remained 
a prey to unabated anguish ; her soul 
was incessantly lacerated with the thorns 
of compunction, her nights were sleep* 
less, and her days were full of agony, 
for when she yielded up the gem which 
gives beauty and lustre to the female 
form, peace flew from her mind, and 
she was thenceforth doomed to become 
the prey of unavailing wretchedness. 
Frequently, her fancy would attempt, 
to depict the resurrection of hope, but 
the effort was uniformly weak, uncheer- 
ing, and productive of woe rather than 
joy; the gay. and fashionable circles 
were closed against her for ever; the 
sounds of blissful extacy would no 
longer vibrate gratefully on her ears ; 
her wealth was useless^ since it could 
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not now contribute to her brilHanqe, 
but rather served to augmeiather shame^ 
and most freely would she have relin- 
quished the whole, to have repossessed 
that repose which now she sought for 
in vmn. 

• * • w % • 

' * ' . 

iBut the absence of her ladyship from 
^e fashionable world could not be ex* 
pec ted to pass lightly : her sudden dis* 
appearance, with that of. Sir Edward, 
was at first attributed to the complete 
occupation of their time^in preparations 
fpr the happy festival which was to 
lake place on Saturday: but when a 
morning paper stated unequivocaUy-— 
^' that a terrible circumstance had 

r 

broken off the intended, marriage be« 
twixt a certain elevated lady of fashion 
and the elegant baronet : that the latter 
had in consequence exiled himself from 
Lon^pn^ s^nd that the unhappy occur* 
lence h^d l;^f9)^^0 the heart of a near 
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relative of Ae lady/* tio longer was the 
affair developed in mystery 5 for, al- 
though a contrsiriety of opinion^ was 
issued respecting^ the e^act tiature of 
the ^' dreadful circathstance'^alliided to, 
every one agreed in this generalpilhci- 
pie that it originated in some impru- 
dent Conduct dn the part of Lady Mor- 
gana. The following day, the de&th of 
Sir Frederick Fitzormond was mad^ 
public, and conjecture wa^ i%nmedfati^y 
changed into Certainty. ^ Poor Sir 
Frederick !** '* ITn happy Lady Morga^ 
na r *<Un<brlun«tSir£dwttr(ir' These, 
and sindilar exclarnati6ns, were to IM 
heard in all parlies ; since ^e elegance 
of Lady M organaTs routes was not to 
be equalled by the inferior taste of any 
of her competitors. 

Lady Teazewell had called twice, 
professedly to condole witli b^ fdend, 
on th^ decease of h6r veneri&ble uficle i 
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but> notwithsrahdiug ^le-^li^aiAed the. 
privilege of several year's a6qUaiiit&tM!;e( 
she could not have ati oppotniiHty aK> 
lowed her to gratify her curiosity and 
glean some interesting- parti^ars of 
the mysterious circumstance 'for her i^ext 
visit to the voluble sisterhood, which 
waS) 'do«iblless, the real motives which 
Brged her to pay these visits. - The? re- 
fusal to admit her, convincedhei* lady- 
ship that something very stiange must 
ind^ned have taken plac^e : and her ex- 
clusion was proof as ^rong" as holy 
writ that Lady Morgana had be^eti 
guilty of some sad crime, which, with 
the powerful help of ^ time and perse- 
verance in the laudable task, she wa^ 
determined todevelope^ for the infor- 
mation and improvement of her inqui- 
sitive acquaintance. She returned 
home, audi as she was to meet her 
friends at Miss Bankerman*s in the 
evening, she began to invent some plau- 
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«ible ajad tremeDdous occurrence which 
explained the mysterious paragraph 
ivhose potent effect had set the whole 
race of fashionables on the. tiptoe of 
l^pectation. Evening, however,, bad 
fonM^eiiced her reign before the in^ 
genious spinster bad woven a web whicb 
piiglU bear the investigation of all thoM 
to whom she might think proper tf> 
submit it* 

As Lady Teazewell's . intimacy with 
I^dy Morgana was well known in Misa 
^ankerm^n's party, the assembly waa 
waiting impatiently for her arrival^ and 
a larger groupe than usual had met to* 
gether, in the expectation of hearing 
something of the dark business^ which 
every one so ardently debired to ex-* 
plore. The spin.ster had calculated 
upon such an occurrence, and deter^ 
mined that she would assume a degree 
of consequence over her associates } and 



rev€Dg<$ ber«9)f>for tbertnaiiy'inoftiiidli^ 
tion3 which bad been offix^ Iier. 1)y 
Jjudy I)or(>ti>jI>fimbfWi.rSbG acGdrdn 
mg^y J^ayed lier tbil^ for more than 
aodiicHutibejrbnd her usual iithe^ while 
fliQ agilftled partj cnouhl fecarceLjr keep! 
their seats, so powerfol is thfi dperatioiii 
of slispenjt^ on the female ssind. . 

. Al length iLaaiy VesusMeM was aii« 
nounced, and a co^ii'sed fnurmur of 
approbation diffused itself generally 
as ikhe enter^^thi.' room, ^M^ieliing with 
ecasciotfs dignity^ aDdi cuiriseying witb 
an affectation of poHleites(S; to tb^ an<^ 
tYqoated darner, and tittering mi^^s th^t 
fined her way. Seating herself by th(6^ 
side of Miss Banl:er^an/&be drew^tf 
beautiful fan fMw h€^r-^(:ket, purJ 
chased for the occasion, and began to 
exclaim against the intolerable heat of 
the weather^ aifid the- suffocation of the 
room ; whioh* she hwi not tfeeh so welf 
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^led for thts^ ^Irtafry ^ycli 
*^Pray: my^esLc creature ; how 'tomes 
k that you iare so mnth itt^ddto wiled 
to night than usual? I*- awn not'aiyi^ 
of aoiy thing particular^ or i ehduidcfabw 
been here eailier ; altiioagU, ;mdi90d9 I 
liare not lef); X^arendish-Squate more 
than half' an hour» where I thought it 
my duty to attend, and administer 
some con$olatton>)i6 the unbappy Uuij 
Morgana Meredith^-! • ■ *■ 

, The woi^ds , «?ere electHcj a sudden 
and univerml .siileju<:e instantly perra-^ 
ded the whole, room, and evjery:,ear 
was strained to catch any thing furthec 
on the important ^u|>j^t. The hoarse^ 
voice of Mi^s Efauk^cnoan broke the 
thread of their ei^p^ibations, as cibe re^ 
pliedr— : . t: v 

"Why, don't you know, my dear 
Lady Teazew^ll, that we are 411 anjiious 



W ' have? Ihb mySfJerioU^ baRiness> ear- 
}>laif)<^€)9 and al) r&nks harre flocked hercv^ 
tM} the iifmie :prHici pie, M iW reppl^sen* 
tidife^ oiTtheipeople repair to the Hou^ 
of Cmnmons^ when they expiect a com* 
mimiGtttioD from' liis >mqesty m some 
Important topic Yoa have been to 
fee Lady Mbrgana,' you i^y ;. d& pray 
bare the goodness toigriitify k ekcieed;- 
iogky with anjaccontit ;o£ tSie ned itnmi- 
)rtielloii' td which! the newspapers have 
so dfarUy alloded, and whifeh faasrcaiaeif 
onr ejipectatioB to lii^ . bigihiist |>itGb ? 
ftmiist; :)Bdeed»fbi tevrifafe, td Vnrak 
^kepoorcdd'^mude's heart !'%[<... ' ... > 

. . ' M .]^y ^;^r eraatnre^ I 'protest, !yo« 
junuse me extremelyv he I lie !. hB V* re^ 
plied L^dy Teazewell — ** why, is . it 
possible that the expectation of a com- 
inanication'frorn me has. hafl the' effect 
of filling jTOur rooms to niglliin thi^eii- 
cessive manner. Then I most expeot 



to.be t)ored eterhallXt until I haTe;ex# 
plained the* thiog to t^e satisfactioti of 
every busy. body who m^^i^^ forau* 
Iben tic informations qd tbiadesijabte 
subject. Well, indeed, it i§.tfHly-te(iglb 
able ! be ! he! be ! A.merQ nothii^^ I 
assure you, my dear creature; not 
ivorth a mention ; told me in'confidence 
too ! So it vDuId not be right to abnai 
-tbc trust which the poor^unforttuitlA 
creature has reposed in me. TftKXtlxdj 
Morgana ! she might indeed h^teahoDe 
Tery briBinutly, if she had hut beca 
jirvdent) iMiidyet I t^ytoi^ap^fedL.mf 
good advice to her, hutzisbe. was yctff 
tenacious of. her own opinion^ and 
could not endure the idea of b^ingdic* 
ftated to. Poor creature; she is to be 
pitied r 

Tbisanibiguoiis mode of expressiea 
had the effect it was intended lio pro 
duce, and roused expectatidio to a atiU 
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Jbigher pitch,* Anxiety to hear further, 
and apprehension lest Lady TeazeweH 
should iodeedi for once keep a secret 
iKtbich had been entrusted to her> agi«- 
iated every bosom : until, at lenglh, 
Ijdidy Dorothy Drimboir^ Unable to wait 
any longer^ exclaimed--* ^ 

*' Corae, my dear Lady TeazeweH^ 
do oblige us with particulars of this 
business. Your commuDrcation wiU 
be entirely safe with us, for no one pre* 
•ent would repeat what wa» given to 
them in strict confidence «nd reliance 
en their bonoar. I am soM^ my dear 
friend, you xo%y be perfectly easy on 
that point. I will pledge myself for 
the secrecy of all the party.** 

•* But pray. Lady Dorothy, I^veyott 
no expbtnation to give?" answered 
Lady Teazewell— *• for it will be well 
to have your jtory firsthand then I sha^ 

G 4 
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run no risk of being contradicted, jon 
know; for of all things I hate control- 
diction ; and you are generally bstier 
informed than myself upon most sub^ 
jects. Assure me that nothing of thin 
kind shall follow my narrative, and per* 
hapL« I may venture to tell what" I 
know/* 

Lady Dorothy coloured, and a slight 
expression of anger shot from her di- 
minutive eyes; but the infant storm was 
arrested by Miss Bankerman, who n^ 
sumed<— *' My dear Lady Teazewell; 
I will pledge myself that no unpleasant 
altercation shall take place to night, to 
disturb the harmony of the party. I 
will answer for the concurrence of 
Lady Dorothy, therefore now proceed, 
for we are all burning with impatience 
to become possessed of this tremendous 
secret. You smile assent ; you are a 
4ear creature ! Come, begin 1 
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• **Weff th€ii/-'respcmde(hrthe' po»» 
pdu9 £^pinster-i^^* I will divulge thei^c^ 
cret^ in the full cohftdeuce in: yant 
honor. 'You mxat know! -Sir Edvva^d 
iKAlkxi offt^Ladjr Morgana «i Thursday 
ill^kl^g rather lihjexpectedlyi, when who 
i^&td hefind, toying with her ladyship 
<m a sofa, but Lord Linmore. The 
baronet was of courses paniostrucki 
SOfid so 4fere the guilty couple, wha 
€Ould*not offer a word in their defence^ 
Weil,' Sir Ed'Orard locked :ithein in the 
idi^iti, and, Galling* Dpi his own man; 
)>Iaced htm at the door,, rwhitex he -went 
to Sir Frederick to Icoaimonioate the 
fiewsr the poor old'inan^icdilild not cre^ 
dit the accouni^-^untit Sti* Edward- as^ 
sisted him to the aparVnaeoty where ha 
received occular demonstration of the 
ftfoekflig 'IBarct > Laly M^^irorana fell 
iiito^fits^ wheii shesaw her > uncles whtltf 
be^'as^sooti' asMie could pecorer himself 
6iMih''*his anger' aiidiastMiiitoiient suf* 
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fieiently td speak; overwhelmed his 
gitiky niece li^ith reproaches^ and Sis 
Edward^ seizmg hold upoD Lord lia« 
viore^ kicked him into the atteet. Lady 
Morgana was carried'to bed direcUy in 
a high fever^and poor Sir Frederidc tMl( 
it so^much ta hearty that be neterf jtcmwi 
again, and the yonng disappointed' ha^i 
ronet has either made away with binir* 
self, or is gone inio the country, Uioho4f 
knows where, <to: wear off the remenn 
hrance of his xoortificatiari. rXheNib 
that is the whole truth of tbe bu^inessi 
and I confide in your secrecy .; for if if 
vas koowDithat I am the author^ n^ 
Ikmse woaid be continiMiiUy' besieged 
until I bad toM the same story over * 
thousand ttmea.'' . • 

The dder part of .the ctrde liftd^ op 
their hunds^ as they heard thv9 bMrtMe 
tale ami tbe antiquated spii}0tai)SK^wbil 
ha4 esc^kpdi tii9i.atttoks ^ li)^Unkm^ 
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or Imd so contrived asr tomarntam a 
good reptutation in public^ whatever 
their private conduct might have been, 
began to contrast their own good for*^ 
tune apd superior prudence, with the ' 
itl4uck and depravitj of Lady Morgan 
Ba : and their conclusions did not fail 
to add to their self-consequence, and 
to render them doubly amiable in tb«r 
own estimation. The yon ng misses^ 
on the other hand, true to the prtnciplea 
of the times, lamented that so severe^ a 
punishment should be constantly at« 
tached to a little amusing levity ^ and^, 
ID their hearts, cursed that rigid-mora^ 
Kty, which purified pleasure of all its< 
attraction, and refined enjoyment um 
til there waa nothing of its original de- 
lightful nature remaining. They uni* 
versally pitied Lady Morgana, whose' 
eharacter was thus dissected by a set of 
gossips, who had nothing of humanity 
About tbem> but tljie form -, and there 
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were someamongst them, who^ callingt 
to mind the elegance of Sir Edward's 
manners, his personal comeliness, and 
bin rank in society, did not scmple to 
eiivy the fair culprit ! Yes, reader, sach 
is the conforiHation of fashionable prin^^ 
ciples, that vice became enviable, and 
irirtoe was despised when Lady Mor« 
ganaN tale reached the ears of the wan« 
ton misses of the eighteenth century! 
Metl)ink8 1 see the blood of indigna- 
tion starting into your cheeks : me« 
thinks I hear you exclaiming, with evit 
dent agitation of voice and manner*** 
^ God forbid, that the misses of the 
nineteenth century should follow so 
baneful an example !" Most heartily do 
I join in the exclamation ; a^id most 
fervently do I express my hope that a 
reformation of manners may form one 
of the characteristics of that new era, 
and that virtue may resume, in the eyes 
«f the worlds her primeval iovel&Desi^ 
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and not be compelled to court mankind 
in vain. ' . 

But if the young ladies of the eigh* 
teenth century deserve reprehension for 
their levity ; the antiquated virgins^ 
^ho witnessed the betfei* years which 
introduced this division of time/ ev^vi 
they, whose "hoary locks proclaim their 
lengthened years,'* on whom the ex* 
perience of three fourths of a century 
has passed unimproved, they ought t9 
come in for their share of rebuke. 
Lovers of scandal and haters of* truth, 
unless it gives fresh food for their bale«» 
ful appetites; their first gratification 
Consists in murdering the reputation 
of others. Find a young and beautiful 
female, who has been entrapped by a 
libertine^ and whose ^degradation is 
rather to be attributed to a momentaiy 
impmdence than to a guilty. inuidy:azid 
bring her before a tribunal composed 
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of the wriiiMed arbiters. Amoqgat men 
she might find compassion ;, they would 
separate vice from imprudence, and dis- 
ttnguisb between guilt and error ; but 
ancient dames and disappointed spin* 
aters close their eyes aganist such lri«» 
vial distinctions,, and consign to equal 
infamy the voluntary wanton, and the 
unfortunate victim of deception and ifi* 
trigue. Justice, strict justice is their 
motto; merely may^makea good 8*ib* 
ject for conversation , but is too refined 
and subtle a priiicipleto be interwaveiv 
into the fanatical ideas of those who 
have never> or have never been dio* 
corered to have, ruined themselves^ 

■i Lady TeazewelPs narrative excited- 
a corresponding emotion in aU around 
her; and, after a tempontfy suspen* 
tton of volubility, after a silence of 
•one what less than five minntes> Lady 



Dorothy Drixnbow . iutertuptod tb^ft 
f (nphatic pausei by exclaiming-— 

** Mercy on me, who eould hme 
tliQUglil it ? ^Th,Q:^^aiitiful Lady Mof- 
gaqa. too^ .and, yiii^er . reje< ting Lor4 
^jnniore once I W^U Sir Edtward i&ighl 
have expected thot he shodd be play^ 
the same tjrick rn hU turn. What aii; 
^e do we live ia! It was not thus ii^ 
ipy youthful days ; no, this system if 
but of a few years growth ! She can 
ipever gq into jcotupitoy ^gain, fojr her 
^{j^rac.ter is lost fo» eveif. Wjiat a pityj^ 
for she wa$ a very tolerable- young wo* 
ipan, butla^wajs obsieryed a kind qf 
iRT^ntonn^ss about her which made bcir 
very, disagreeable iix,;th/a eyies of tb^ 
;ieusible ciasises. .1 bfive:art0u thougbl 
k boded, no! good! But pray. Lady 
[T^azeweli^ w hat has the, old gentleman 
done v<(itb his vast fprtuue ? J. should 
think he could not be so weak as to 



leave it to liis niece after such vile mis^ 
conduct : that wotilrf be like holding 
out an absolute reward for vice.*' 



■- . ^ 



•* I am afraid he H^!» dmie so fndeed/^ 
teturned Lady TeazewelF, *• for 1 pul 
the qnestiou to one of the serwmts, and 
he said it still remained in the family ; 
I protest such a step is monstrously 
improper. Why Lady Morgana is now 
Jricher than any heiress in the kingdom^ 
and^ I dare say, such is the wickedness 
of ihe times, she will pick' iip sortii 
young, elegant nobleman, who' maj^ 
think her fortune worth seeking afteh 
I declare it is horribly provoking, Ihl 
deed it is! for she Cei'tainly was riiiitjIE 
given to lenity,' as yoiir ladyship says^ 
and, I dare say "there uas too muc& 
truth i)i the report which Ihavehear^ 
of her former criminal connection witti 
Lord Linmore. I have no opinion of 
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people wbo can tbu^fly in the fac^ of 
religion 4nd virtue/*, 

# 
% • • • 

" Forpaer crjoiinal connection V* ex^ 
claimedl l^ady Dorothy and Miaft Ban* 
kennan» at the same moment^ and the 
former continued—^' I never beard of 
that ! why this is sometbing new^ my 
4es^v Lady Tea2;ewell> how resented yoii 
are amongst your friends. What was 
the consequence }^ 

;'-■••- • .■'''• ■ . '.f, ; . 

/ 'rAchild I'V returned thb, sj^inster;^ 
^* or mmoor bafii much bdied her cha» 
'j$u:^er; and X don't think that .very 
iiMyj for rumour has; beea fiiTors^^Ae 
to Jier rather than the contrary^ Bdt 
9pch doings will come to light one day 
or anot|ier. But I am astonished you 
jxey^t heard of this circumstance be^ 
fiire, for it is no secret in the fashions 
able circles which I frequent/* 
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. *♦ I protest it is entirely new to me, 
my dear creature,'* replied Lad; Do 
rothy ; ** and I really wonder that you 
never gratified us with it before* Well 
I really oegin to see tliroogh* the cha- 
racter of this young woman now. I 
could never have believed it ; yet it is 
•trange that. I never heard this before. 
Has it been long talked of, my dei^ 
creature ?'* 

*^ Some months, as nearly as I can 
recoticfpt ;*' -answered Lady Teaaewelly 
with an air of indifference^-^^' to be sure 
I am in the habit of visiting person* of 
the first rank ahd information ; a^ 
thaft may help to account for my sa* 
perior intetligence. Nothing occurs in 
fashionable life, but it reaches me so 
speedily and so correctly ,that yod would 
be astonished if you could witness it. 
But although I am a welcome visitor 
myself, I could not take upon me to 
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ioiroifUice^diiy mother person into suck 
society, or il wbiitd give me much de« 
light, to obtain admnision for you, for a 
single evening, that you might form 
your qwn opicyion tS our respnwei.^ 

■ ■':•:■ I. ' . • '■ 

. As Lady Teaaevell ceased^ she ^ofr 
ietf^d.her faii> and looked round the 
raoai with an air of conscioot -d ignitjr 
tind Mperiority { and enjoyed the vary* 
iQf Imea.f^f jLadyDorothy^s worn <;oun^ 
t^MOOe^ which betrayed bow much she 
V«is ij^qned .by the words of her dear 
fHendiFior seme noments the old dowa*- 
gw wjduld not traai herself with words^ 
lidrtshQ shottklbetiEtmpted toniM^etise of 
0irpressions which might shew hoiir 
iDUob she felt the biting sarcasm, which 
had been so pointedly levelled at her. 
In spite of herseIf,however,her emotions 
were safficiebtly evident to prove that 
the shafts had pierced her, and it was 
lotne timiet before she could ap .fiir soothe 
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lker-ru£Qeil feelings, :a^' alhajr herdgf^ 
tated passk>ns, sufficiently ta /^eplj 
with an appearancelof indijSereace<<^' 



. / ■: ■ ■ " 



^indeed^ my dear creature, I am 
infinitely obliged -, but I could not pos^ 
jnbly find time ati (M-iesent to tnaEe new 
^cqiiaintande?. The Dukcf LisdeB &* 
pects to have so much of my Company; 
to render hi9tiecliitiQg years Mr^tfeiiiid 
x^b^erfuU that. I could iiotv-^thiipifa* 
piriety^ absent inysdf froin him^i» row 
nAer neitr &cei. : I have pverstaye(l wy 
tuueitbis eveniDg ; and his ^gvaie^/mritt 
Jbe-iy letbfaed ■. uetit lie sees: mei ^ < ? ^Ekciifft 
vne^ mf, dear Miss JBa&kerman ; Lady 
Teazevrell, your devoted f - Golodel 
Pondervirdl, shall I trouble you ta^ 
hand me to my carriage !" r I 



t . 



. As she said this, the old dovragfer re^ 
tired, gracefully curtseying to all 
airaund hier,. and casting a triumpbanA 
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fiance: at tLady Teazewell,* who stood 
niute. mtksuvjprize ^add m^tifitfdfUon; 
atra reply iSQticoIiefsteii, -^hd so lolally 
miloc^ed for. . • The attentions k^ Miss 
Biln kertoan, : . however, iooa :- Postered 
her ladyisbip; to her former cheerfulness^ 
^nd. ilroye from her recollection the 
ftigid rjespoiifie.of that aboniaable ci«a* 
t^re, Liidjr: ; Dorothy , who;i she pro^ 
tesX^yDever felt sp. happy as when she 
ciould yi^y something pointedly inralt:^ 
iog tQ her. 'She was determined not td 
bfii^rjip itfu turgor such condtict was too 
ofteo repGAted.^ and^ although it might 
be; overlooked in tlieir own privtate cir- 
cle ; . ye(u to repeat it in the .presence 
f)f sUcfa; a crowd of fashionables as were 
as^mbled this evening^^ob! the be* 
haviour wa3:mon$trous^ intolerable, un* 
meritiedi nnd onortifyiiig in the extreme; 
Was it not well known who this Duke 
of Lisdellwas? a fellow of mean birth, 
and me^na: ^ucatioa^ who owed his 
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elevation in tociety to a fiMrtiinate oon« 
currence of. fortuitous oirciunstances» 
who bad not a .single elegance or ac^ 
coia^lisbment nrhtch would entitle him 
to rank wiih better couipany than hii 
coachman and his valet. Indeed it was 
shocking to be so pointed at, and to 
have such a felbw as this set np against 
her truly respectable frieods^if i^be cottkl 
not endure it^ and nnless Miss Bsinkei^ 
man ibcind means to> present suchin<* 
stances of misbehafionr in future^ hem* 
ever she should tegret the lois <of hei 
company, «he must attend pc^i\ie pata^ 
mount claims .of her Own duty and in* 
clinatioD, and absent herself from her 
parties; since, by continuing M beat 
the obloquy, it might be inferred that 
she was conscious of meriting itr^ir 
wanted the spirit or the power to relent 
it. 

Mss Bankermaa sought to appeaM 
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the irritated spinster ; and> after many 
concessions, she succeeded in quelling 
the angry tumult which had been roused 

in her bosom by the expressions of Lady 
Dorothy ; although it was evident to 
ber as well as to the rest of the party, 
that Lady Teazewell had drawn oa 
herself the retorts of the dowager, by 
ber own undeserved, and iH-timed in- 
sinuations. But her ladyship was not 
one of those who could see. faults in her 
0wi| behaviour. With microscopic eye 
vhe could iorestigate the characters and 
conduct of those whom she hcmoured 
with her friendship ; but the inversion 
of her optics for the examination of ber 
own faults was a duty not to be Ibund 
in her code ; she was too weU assured 
of her own infallibility and periection^ 
to allow for a moment that any faults 
or blemishes could exist in her eco^ 
nomy* 
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When Lady Te^zewell had been 
pacified, the streams of conversation 
again found their accustomed channels^ 
and new scandal flowed with increased 
rapidity from tongues which hi^d been 
silent :during the discourse of Lady 
Dorothy, iand the testy spinster. At' 
ledgth, wearied with the havoc they had 
made amongst the reputations which 
had hitherto appeared spotless to the 
worldy the ancient part of the assembly 
took their departure ; and the soul of 
the groupe being thus taken away, the 
whole broke up at an early iipur. 

; : » . . . ^ - • • • 

The account which Lady Teazewell 
bad trusted: to the confidence of her 
numerous friends^ soon obtained pub- 
licity^ and circulated with astonishing 
rapidity through the fashionable circles. 
The name of Lady Morgana, of con- 
sequence, speedily became as odious 
as ith ad been attractive previous to this 



raiJidtir j " aViiJf ^feVei^ ^^Mik 'Wtiich" de-*' 
ti^6tk)ncfcJtild"ift^rit,' o¥ Malignity ^qx- ' 
pr^s^, Was'atttifchBd to hef^wtio haa'be'ea ' 
Celebrated, bnt a€eW weeks before^ as. 
a paragon of beauty and perfection, 
the soul of fashion, the adored of all the 

beaux in high life, and the envy of all 

• 

the belles. The good qualities which 
had been given to her, were, all on a 
^sudden, forgotten, slandered and des- 
troyed by the baneful influence of vice, 
and a single imprudence, which was all 
that the world could attribute to her in 
its state of imperfect information, was 
deemed sufficient to expunge, even 
from the lists . of celebrity, the name 
which had stood highest, and on which 
the most exaggerated and fulsome eu» 
logics had been lavished by those who 
were now the foremost, to brand it as 
infamous, abandoned, and disgraceful 
The goddess of the fashionable worl4 
VOL. II, H 
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waitransmut^d injtp ,a d^moji. oC , dark- . 
fiess; aud hurledt TrQiB the prpud p^iiy*., 
nacleof universal aditiiratioa. to ihe 
/ lowest aby§s of misery and d^^grada- ^ 
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While the busy world was thus em-: 
ployed in solving the probieihatiGal con?, 
ductiof Lady Morgana, ihej unhappy 
victim of fashionable principles was 5tiU> 
lingering in her residence in Cavendish 
Square, secluded and unhappy. Con- 
cealment from mankind, which ha4 
or%inaliy been a matter of choice, wa<" 

Ha 
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HOW rendered necessary by circumstan* 
ces of a new and sorrowful nature. 
The reluctance which she had felt for a 
country life, was decreasing every day^ 
and she determined^ as soon as her 
isteward, a man of approved fidelity, 
could fijc on a proper residence, ac- 
cording to the description she had given 
him for his guidance, she would bid 
a final adieu to those pleasures and 
scenes which teemed no moj'e with de- 
light and satisfaction to her. Her un- 
cle's library comprised a collection of 
all the most valuable works in the Eng- 
lish language, and to these she added a 
number of the most new anct intecest^'' 
ing pub} icationd, that she mightbe allien 
to spend. her time while abstracted fitoni' 
the world, in accumulating those prm^ 
ciples of religioil and niorality^ tothel 
absence of which t she now attributed- 
her -fall from virtue, and happiness.^ 
Tiiese^ resolutions gained .ground'da^y#' 
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Andslie began^at l^igth^ to iodls:for«- 
Ivrard to her removal from: to woy^stb^ 
commencement -of an era in her'lifcfc 
curhich, if xiotmore ppeKJoctiveof Ibaijb^ 
rpiness than the yearsr which had passed^ 
o?ould at least coatribote to render her 
•fature days iDore tranx^uif and serene 
than any she h^d' experienced. And it 
was possible she might again behold 
Hilvernon^ and the change in her man* 
ners and purauiis^ the substitation of 
fiiental qualificationsiforfiuihioaableae*^ 
:compliihments, >the rejection of leri^ 
•end folly, .and the ipunsuit.of wisdom^ 
and the culti?ation of mcwality^ xhigbt 
JjfMTodnce another akeration in hh sea^ 
iiments, and.thus again .place withift 
)ier grasp the ^godd which vice had 
iv rested from her,. The idea ivte vi*» 
«ionary> but she would entertainit ; it 
would prove a sweet consoUtioa: to^ her 
in the hour 6f 'tvouble ; it would stimiv- 
mulate-her.to newexiection»fa£theob^ 
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taioibeot of her wishes ; it would blunt 
the poignancy, of recoHectioo, and 
^tov^ d buckler agauistthe sorrows of 
4]jp;Q(fi)ture.; it would gild her prospects 
,tV'ith the vivid ray&^of hopia, and enable 
h^t'i'io look through .the immediate 
^loom whicb surrounded her with un- 
iipnquerable fortitude^ :^ 

;. She knew. she had been guilty of a 
.beinoiis crime ; but mrght not 'years of 
-fificliisifoo and penitence seirvp to ex>- 
^unge thjS record from the book of 
.Heaven ? Repentance was all the atones 
Mnent she had the power to offer^ and 
45be would offer this with' sincerity an^ 
perseyering zeal ; and then, perhaps^ 
ibe horizoo which! terminated herday^ 
might be. suffered .to assume a more 
cliieering: hue, and a portion of happi- 
ness might be allowed to her, which 
wight swell, herbosfom with, gratitude 
4awU^aveni^ and recompence hef foe thtt' 



•■^crfnfuft^efious*•l)ehBfv110Ur of' t!fe' world. 
'^ These h6pts,alth<)dgh they mi^Kt^tte 
"6elu$iv^,' Should '-cheer her 'ill 'fier"¥fe* 
'tiT^meht ^ thejr^rdiild bring witft'tfeefei 
•that' serenity ii^hich she should mvOTn 
-'lieek ftn* without them ; they would oe 
^as'hbuey in her cap of gall,'- and when 
-she had dr&nk off -its ^'bitterness, ihe 
^*fJh6iiW^find that ^tf^<^ath it whi^dl ^oiifd 
*4dftiovfe the 'nb^dus tsiste 'of tire xinpa- 
^ latiBtble •draught. Soon' '■ shesbbtiliA Be 
<«aHed -oh to fiit--a new -situktioH j- Sb^ 
•ttKh()n^' {hk JrtdttieM of her eMH^ 
^<r*te1&'b6 a'tlerWd dP shame, the 6h- 
I-^frtf^gti^ oK^'i^s « p^rt of ihe'puhisiK. 
-feent ^phfelyishe lii'BsftljtMcotttcttV to'sn^- 
'^iitto^j^Mit bedteSefa^ to prefpafe 
J^hel^etffor -tWif 'tiffie,- irf drd^r .that:j{rfe 
'Alight §6 through her frtate-ivttli'¥estg- 
natictir^ -i'n^d W erM>Ied Ib'^lf'^l ttiti Aeir 
i d»itife§' W»iibbJ\nf6ii» iBllbseqtieiMiy*^- 
•.'ToFve ori hei^>'Mi as ^<9itrfini^t>, ih. doUtfe 



.Whe^ewad Sir J^dwar^-at this ido* 
,:,^q9t? ,He w^ ^pexptessiWy dear to 
^Jber^ an/d his prejsenqe would indeed he 
^,a^^If^Gei bqt that.cQu^d not b?. P^r- 
f h^ps, be was wandering np and dow^q 
^the.worfd restless apd junhappy. ! JHfc 

phad said at, their last ^ipterview^ .ii[hw^ 

..they ,£tw9l^e from tfc^ ^plirjpm pf.jujn- 

p^^^o^aspas^ion,. that !life had ]aip;fMi;thqr 

.attr^ti<!>ps for bim>;.l3ipt,that he w.^v^ 

c>?peJ^^§Pf1ci€Lj[^t^nt clime where be miglik 

^reathp j^.cliff^r^t.jair^ apd Je^rp.^lA 

;iq]rg!?t where ai¥^ :^hat 4H: Ufd^M^II* 

.jViJ'hj^i:^ now thqn w^as ,bis re?i^c»^€^? 

,JQid .he live? Ye?, ^swr^y.h^, q^wWl 

. J^raye the ills pf fuij/r^ty^ 4^h^n ^he ha4 

.^prvived the wx^jj^^nd rjuin pf j^ 

liopes. Seas apd fori^igp nlimes; 9>}g]|t 

separate tbeqa 3 he might have taken 

,iip his abode in • sw^ ^' doiiid-qapped'^ 

.xnpuntains^ or somje sao/dy ^Q^arts i btii 

jjor.ely he had nQt yiqJi^^d to despi^r» 

»i^d ft>jigll^t/or flefegeia t;l»p tftwb. .Np>{ 
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the thought was utiirorfhy ' oiF her; hi 
fcad tmore coarage, more spirit than t(^ 
«ink under misfortane, ^hoWever severi 
and harrovmig to his soul ! He 'would, 
perhaps^ absent himself for a time^ sLnSL* 
then return, disguised, to learn fiefc 
^nation, and when he found her 
changed, he might change also^ Happy 
thought! 



"v 



As she coDcFuded this train of medi* 

« 

tetion, «he took up a newspaper, whtch. 
ft domestic bad laid t)efore her, when- 
the first paragraph which, attracted bet 
notice ran as follows :. 

*^GeneralBragwell*S expedition Ian* 
ed on the 4th. in the bay of B^lma;. 
The troops were strongly opposed oit 
Iheir landing by a i^roiig brigade oC 
infantry: and, amongst those whodis^ 
tinguisbed themselvesmo6tparticular7)|r 
was Sir Edward Hilvemon;^ who* ttadt 
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cnteredr a^ a volunteer, and who fought 
with a pourage nearly bordering on 
desperation. . Thrice he led the gallant 
section which- was entrusted to him, in 
conseqqence of the fall of its officer, 
into the thickest of the en^eniy, and as 
many times, he brought thein oflf in 
triumph, through a foe ten times his 
own number. The General attributes 
much of the success of the day to the 
J)croic baronet's exertions. Oar readers 
may remember that Sir Edward wa8> 
until lately, the soul of every fa^hit)nable 
circle." -, 

JSir Edward then was alive, and bad 
indeed exiled himself from his native 
land ; but he was preparing the way for 
a glorious return. He had rushed into 
danger, careless as he w;is of his own 
existence: but death flew from him. 
.and victory pointed his swordi The 
-information was grateful to her soul; 



we^onld hrve recourse to the map, dhd' 
trace out the lafid which his footsteps 
imprinted ; she codd accotn^'iny hiih 
•in bis career ta immortality ; shecbuiii 
trace his progress from the coast to thfe^ 
interior; and irfie could daily pray fbr 

•the preservation of him, for whom "tshfe 

• .1 

'StilHived and hoped to live. He wds 
BOW become inestimably dear to herjS-hfe 
J^ad'loved him for his elegance atid his 
attractive , tnatmer^> - but her affection 
was greatly iticreased by the discovery 
. -of- this tteW -trait? i« hiV chai'acter. He 
ivai'iio^ ahero^;' h\% sword had been 
•drawTF in -his country V cause, und he 
%ad acquitted himself with honor. Oh ! 
•cduld she but communicate, to him the 
change which had taken place in her 
disposition 1 Could she but inform him 
that she had become sensible of the 
ibUiesof ^ fashionable career, and she 
was aiK>ut to devote her days to r^^iffe}- 
tB<en^ and those porsoits which amtiise; 
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Iwrit^h.QUt Jfetigmng the fl^i^ ; Tvfeidii^r . 
ist4ri|ct and r^fii^ the un4ei:stan4il9gf 
/9pd w^jic^rexpandthe.hear^ Could h^ 
\f^i d^nt his eye acr93s ^^ (^raokjl^pft- 
^j^i^^ 'SM[id view her penitent for \^ 
<^^v£^i^i and o^ly .seeking \{^ :t9 ,ipak^ 
|)er peace with Heavep, and to mer|fc 
^us future notice. Surely th:en he iyo\i|ld 
relent, pity, and forgave J^er ! He wohU 
^)ce t)^e .^anderer ag^in to hi3 MmSr 
^^d A)a}j:e the yi^ctitii oi[ \l^ pas^iQA^tia^ 
ivvife of his bosoQi ! he ^ould retiifQ, 
when he had.trod4en sqifici^tly tb^. 
path of gloiy, aiid u«it<e wiUi' her ijr 
ji^be pursuit of virtues of a le^^ ^pgnv- 
nary compl^Xiop. j^iy happy WQMitf 
l>e that d^y wh^n he should thus x^t 
;store her to happiness and binx^elf. Y^ 
;ihe WAS wrong to depend too much 09 
what was at best but uncertain! ; $ir 
Bdward vfliight retiarn> but sheh^ tiiQ 
pledge that he would { The w^ay in 

ivbich be wi^ syf^iog \v^Jtr$wedflVitii 
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'arounded'bkni.tabdbtsiife-eacbipotneat^ 
wasisuspeoifedi&oin a hair ! If lie feH^ 
iti^vaa itrue ' lift! iiwoidd »fali^ gloriously I 
rBuf: wx)tild4his>^idea ^console ber for ^ 
-finale s^papatioilt?^ Woirld suph a setlti-^ 
jUjent^suppari fter^hough Iife> whiie^ ^n 
ibe otber hand^^'She was^eppressed with 
tbe ceFtaiiat5r.of TX^Ter mMe beholding 
him ? Alas I no^ she fdt her weakhesi^ 
iiece; ih^ bare re&eciion was agonising 
in^he extreme ; and, if deprived of tbe 
dear lu>pe of xmee aione beiiolding bin?'^ 
i)f partidpatrng-ioibisaffeetioaale eoir 
i>i»c£^:of b^onung^tts who. was all tbe 
iworkl.toilier, ^he found that cxiskcaiee 
jwould lose 'fits attractiveness : and tbait 
abe fibduldsrisb to befe^united to. bin 
-in 4he gravel; But it was wrong to g^ik 
may to ideal .miseries!' He was yet 
alive, and she felt ilia inivard ooUvictioa 
4bat i^e should again behdd him, and 
ibat all the wstoms of her past life 



^spixtirneiit revived h^Ci .hopes, and gave 
»ew life ta her expeoti^tioiiSy she felt.a 
resigiifatibn of more ttiair tnertal etigihr 
and determined to eodure :all; her pre- 
.seat misfortuni^ with^tcaoquillity^iup!* 
borne, as sh^ felt herseWJ hy the briglit 
^(Q^pex^t of. future .hapsrpiness'whick 

distinctly beamed upon her view^: ( ; . . 

■^ > r • • 
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<; Anxious still to hear: what th^ wotM 
fwd of her disappearance frotn it, she 
dispatched a trusty female into various 
•parts of the city whieh she had been 
used to freq^ient,, fo coliect theldiiBerent 
reports which her strange conduct had 
:»ceasLoned *, iand her regret: was not 
triflings when she gathered 'from her 
messenger^the rumours ofherrirannec^ 
tion with JLord Linmore. The faithful 
;servaQt neisdedi no^iuftber induce^meiit 
than his own feelings, t6 give the^lie. t** 
the misconstriictbii .whicb. had baea* 
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*hu9 plabed on hii^ la(Jy's behavioiiiv 
and bis zea] and industry to counter* 
pKTt'tlie evil' tendency of tfee tal<>, were 
so unremitted^ thai in a shoft thtie^tbe 
jcontradictioD gained as mucb publi- 
city as the oFiginal report, and the lat^ 
ter, in consequence^i^begani to be dis»- 
credited* Indeed^ the re-appearance of 
Lady Morganay. at this mcnnent, waft 
only necessary to, remove completely^ 
the ipjuriou^ and false impression, wliick 
had been made by Lady TeazeweU/0 
invention.. 
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The period was now arrived, wb§a 
Lady Morgana looke<I for the return 
of her steward ; and sbl' ^<^iier anx* 
iety to quit London growing daily moi^ 
and more rooted i for themomeni; was 
approaching with rapid. strides when 
she must devote her att^tion ito<.tbe 
painful duties which her ^ unfortunate 
situation r^qwrisd. As, she iookedlforv^ 
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,ward to th€>^ra> whenr&be sfaoold bei- 
^lold a living memento of her dkgrace, 
j»^;jtears would gtish from her eyesy 
Mdd.ehe would curse the impitidenoe 
4hfl criminal levity which had pedoced 
Jier lio this degraded state;, and, at 
.lihese. moments, the hopes which so 
'fijeq^ntly animated her, would desert 
ber^ dxkd nothing but a black and dreary 
'prospieqt would appear before her^ . 
Ijeogtheniag eveato the grave. Thes^ 
airere indeed bitter Iiours ; itiumined bjl^ 
BO cheering ray ;: presenting no ^Itet*-* • 
nations of joy ; nothing but a gloomy 
opAke^Amboundedyimpervious, creating 
ideeis of despondency and despair :thejr 
coittstituited a part of the punishment 
9trhich her crime had merited^, and were 
the inseparable' conseqiience 'of guilt*. 
IFhe correcting hand of Heav^en, at 
though restr^uned by unfisuling fnercy>. 
still bore upon her, and she determined 
to bow Uith tubmis^^A^ to ^ roA 
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f^lfirbieh she badpFjepaFa^f<>r|]|[eRielf»and 
>>);ath^r ia df^eyf.^her^^vatitn^^ to vbi«i 
,^¥^0 'discovered ^och forbear^cice tQ- 
;;WS(fds her, than to murmur at the light 
^«trpke£i iDflicted qpoii herj add iHnJiic^ 
..;were by no means oorrespond^it with 
c)the:enpr;inity of her offence^ Hflr 
^i^pntrition wasnot^tbe eiS^t of oioiQeii- 
.<tary:Femofi;e,.but of varchavge of ^priiii« 
i^pb ^d feelij^g s «be ;»a longer >CQil- 
.4@mplatedtherforn^r /levity japi a yem^t 
f^etror, but b^ld^ it as Jj^;^^.€fiil$l9if f 
Jaerdepr^vitjr of iiadii^dsfiiii}^ 4{ib«»ef ucintlgr 
•]€^f)her ^G^ual -departiirq fyasn virtue ;.Mi|l 
^ishe lecumedito ^ibhor tbefal^^iiyi^eia iof 
. 0tbers»\vbich had bj^eaadqptevjk in to fash* 
;4Qnableiife> iiod <wbioh lafed thousand 
iiKho (bad ntitiabmty^^r incUaakioa «^ 
vinTfist^ate iand jdetoc^t its anjurioiis 
'jtet:idency» to get^taiia idfistruction. Sbe 
idiscovered now; rthali; mental accoim-* 
iplishoiente )verejiiuQh;siifttrior to ex^ 
4arual iembdliahnnents x that theilistiw^ 
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tions of W^fr Kfe Were predanbus^ arid 

•iinfefiftieiWeV iKat'^^^'the^^ 6#-fcf6ls 

'•"was censure in »A'sg«iiS'fe;'''''atrtl,*"ifcat 

consequently; the humming' of a IraJn 

^^of-fifervile flatterers, lilcethe buzzing 

^ of Slimmer fiies," ought rather to be'es- 

•teemed'a pest than a gratificat?idni -These 

-sentiments, as* they were more dhe- 

*rii^hed, gnew mo«*e established, and'pro- 

-fnfeed fefPt<>|!^rod^ce tfei^ir friiitSi '^b^ 

^firatetSe^^iSd given them 'the dpptrf- 

^«ift?ffy>6f "M^ing tnt^'beJ^Jgi- B«t «Ke 

J^a^^f li^Wdei muf derfed ^by' her 
*?lt^ohdu6t, h\4^ h^pes ef^-'^hlippittiess 
-felastedihis effbWs to promoike hef I^K- 
tcity frustrated; and bis* last nibniefits 
<«mfe4ttfe^ped-'' by h^t ingraiitiidfe'dnA' h«r 
^gwiUyiMjl^ Si^ beheld ^irtte^i^imdiiig 

-mih the iretribtiitiVe ^justice of Heavbn 
•for h^ncritne^ and holding iii his hand 
^ttie iatal letters which codsitaioed. the. «i> 
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TOW of death. .She then marked tWe 
rigid steTiiness^of his' ^f^atore^ relaxing 
into generous pity,> and* witifrtssM- tHe 
tear of^benevoteht ? sympathy- Btstrflng 
into'his eye; he cast a bertighant look 
upon h^r, and, with claip^d Ba?i*dii,^ 
Hieeibed to implore the mercy of Heavefa 
*«pbd his penitent niece. Yet she bad 
broken his heart; she, who had pm?« 
-mised 1o render his fetter days fciaf>py 's 
cshe, on the faith *of this pmmisei had 
tdrawn him from the seat of hisibrrtner 
'da|yis, to mingle insc^ncisriwWicli werb 
^unconsonant to hrs own wishes,- Afid' to 
dwell under her roof wtio W4Wihiipibrt» 
.his soul with.an' anguish, ten thou^nd 
'times more bitter than, pnyi lie ^ had t^ 
Ihert 6 experienced. -. OhlMHta semetd' 
'braocb was agoaising m- the : extreme j 
it excited' her 'miseries dnew' ; it re- 
plenished the exhausted ^fountain of 
her sorrows ; it clouded the teausient 
and glimnoiering ray of hope which 



4k\ntiy cheered her fancy ; it suspended 
her faqubiei^ of bo^y^ and arrested the 
tp^wers ^ her mind ; it snatched her 
/or a tnoment from the contemplation 
of the other effects of her crinainality^ 
and blotted from her imaginatioQi even 
itbe bdoved image of Sir Edward fakn- 
iself. Wi^n these fits of gloom and dea» 
«poiideDcy> assailed her, it was'ber eon^ 
^tuntrp^detiee to shut herself up in her 
]Gbltq[iberji and to refu$e theattendanoa 
"taven of: her favourite niaidj until the 
fhorr id; viftiaiipbadt ovapoi^ated^ until 4ll» 
miimiiQp of iher sorrow had subsided^ 
fitDd 4|he . kiBid <:again become reconcileil 
ttother CKiste^de^ and had recovered a 
4egreei of tranquillity. Thus passed iher 
^ur&)anididays. An alternate shades of 
tmiaeiiy .anddistriess* unlil the arrival ^of 
•MnPowiSy.her stewiacd, from his search 
After .arcsideiice^ rouMd her Icom her 



He ha4 £xed bpon a lovely cottager 
in a remote part o£ Devoiisiitre^ sur* 
rpuoded by a smaH estate^ and roipan* ' 
ticaljy situated, on the - declivitjrt of a^/ 
lofty: bijlL This residence^' unique ia » 
its kind> the. steward - had ptincbasedv ^ ^ 
and the presei^t occupier . and i propri- 
et<>r^ a geotleman of rank and fortune^ . 
fa^^^greed to leave it ini afewweekau . 
He bad brought a 4ravvtng;of the cot* . 
t^g^A apd the surroundibg scenery^/ 
whieb> completely ;coinoided with Lady > 
Morgana's taste and wishes, and she^ 
d^tern)ined to lose no time in^ repairing i 
t<^ a • spot^ 80 well calculated to answer /- 
tlite purppses of retifeitientandamttae^ef 
ment, and so remtote from the sphere ; 
in' which she ws(» know!) aS to femoTier 
all fedr* of disturbance or interruption. < 
She could now- with more? certainty ri 
employ , faersdf in sketching out the t 
pian of her future -I ile.: Her morningr? 
be.sp^ in : . walking* . ridiugpi i 
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reading and charity, her evenings in 
tke instructive converse and company 

• f ** 

of the respectuble vicar of the parish, 
whom Po\vis had described as concen- 
tnating in his own character, all that 
rendered humanity aniiable, dignifiedj^ 
and attractive. She would have a se* 
lect number of pensioners, such as Could 
be - recommended to her notice, and 
they should fatten on her bounty; their' 
wants should be her wants, and their 
comfort her care. Her gardens and 
her grounds should supply the neigh- 
bouring poor with employment, and 
what a delightful task should she find 
it to walk abroad, and view her own 
improvements, and the smiling coun- 
tenances of ■ those who were made 
happy by her liberality ? She wondered 
such ideas had never before occurred 
to her ; for these pursuits appeared so 
x]^ucb:more fascinating than . what she 
had 1 been /accustomed to« that it WBSk 
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siirpri^og' .sh0 .haA never. tiJI now.-; 
tiiriiffi li€fra^teutii(Q;n t<j^ them..; Wbat aj 
fuad of iiappines;!} they preseutqd to; h^r.j 
vic?w ;^ she nerer before had known t^ j 
delight^ of e^ii^fcepcei: and .pqjVj, vy,eire , 
iti/I^Pfc: fo** the bt?inousn^s& 9f . jtl^^griiae; 



J 



deii^d^rhfr frtqueMly naisfrable and al- ^ 
we^s di jected,were it not for this.np onie r 
C9,i^l|^lj^ HH>r!^ contepted, naiy^^light^d^: 
wj,t}ii§ sj.juation,Jfetn sho should |)e.,wi^'^ 
hqr^^}; liioyf, ppiiici ^hiQ fqrmerJy .en* ^ 
teirj^in such n^foundfd potions respep^* 
in^ the country ? « She CjQuWnot theq; ^ 
hf y^ vf^Side up h^rt mfiid ^^o r jastiqajtp i 
for mprye ;tlian a .timnt^^ ;I. <)\i ! np j tl^e ; 
idea;rwa$; monstroiu^^ hqrri^e ia; th^n 
e^£^{f>e] She should not have outlived 
amoothl Haapy.had it been, for .her, 
ngtwitbst^ding^ if ^he b^d gone^ tp,her . 
uq^le, rather than have pjerinittje(| h}iQ.,f 
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not have ' khoWtt Sii? Edward! HetW 
that she had tteter known him than 
have been guilty of such' cruel ingra^* 
titode to Sir Frederick ! Yet no j she • 
could not bring herself* to tflink t)ie 
time unhappy which she- hadispeht 
with Hilverriotf . Shedeep^ylartfetttid* 
the result of the intercourse, but^he 
must ever consider thie^days sh& pass^-* 
in his cotDpany, as suliifoer houMr 
alnidst the wlnti'y- gloom of het< esris^- 
tence; and let therai lead tb^^vhatever • 
they may; even to her * destruction, yet' 
she could not consent tbrecal' them; 
How vrai hfe aeeustortied to hismg oti* 
herismiles, to claisp-hW- hfand affectten^i 
ateljr ityhtsown;i;oprfe*iJitto his'lifrt, 
and gaze on her countenance ivIth^EfA^ 
statiic tnani^port ! There was'agoiry lA* 
the recollectiofn; fcfr those mbmentiit" 
were passed away and by what' w'eW" 
tliey preceded— by days * of ^ ahJ^sfaV 
petdtetice and wVetdi^diies^^ SbbiUfd-^ 



&tleti into a mare which had Aestrojfei 
her reputation, and exiled her from set- . 
cietjr ; yet she regretted not her ac-* 
quaintance with Sir Edifani ! Such a 
seDtianent was certain a> kind of paro- 
doxical feriingt but it was tr«e to iiature, 
and she could not extract the depraved 
idea, if depraved it was, while life re* 
tHained to herv ThoCi^e may come, 
nay, she felt aconvldiofi that it wouM 
come, whto she should be Me (6 re* 
«njoy the deligtatfiil conversation of Sir 
Edwardy when it would be her sokice, 
her recompence, her delight and her 
^ily ^mpioy-^ and when, ^ the worl4 
fioi^ettiiig^,^by.4lhe worid forgot.'' they 
4iftiOiuid proceed, hand in hand, alon^ 
lifer's d^otils way, until they should de» 
5cend the biU > togetSiier and ^^sle^te^ 
ffether attfaei^Hot^'.undtstutfbed by the 
veru0^ ^yrmppbaiatHofithe' giddy, the 
f^ay and the £i»tidioh& WorJd. To ex^ 
|)edite her wewa, then, she would haa» 
VOL. ih I 
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tw;t;op^si3ss herself of Abe spot^ whidi 
4/vas ta'1>ecoa)^ the scene of her. retire- 
ment, iier tpoable and her reniorse ; and 
as she vaguetyii.|iopftl» .the witness of 
returning peace and happiness. . Every 
monaent that was-delay^dy u;aa precious 
time lost, and would be missed iat the 
grinding up the balance of Hfe; and as 
she was resolved, that, in her future ca- 
reer, whatever foibles might be djsco- 
verabie in her conduct,, neither trifling 
avith time nor levity of behaviour should 
he brought forward against her* . . 



r » 



Mr. ^ Powis was. immediately con- 
missioned to pack up tlie books^ .and 
•end them down without delay^aad 
also to forward such of the furoitiire as 
could be dispensed with, and to exp^ 
dite the departure of the present tenants 
of the cottage as ^fiir as d^<^DcyH||iDuld 
permit,'sincfeLady Morgana feared that if 
sbe^ould not reach the country withia 
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mother month, she should be compel- 
ed by cirqutnstanxres to - procrastinate 
ler departure, for some weeks longer. 
Her trusty steward ex^ited'^hiftiself to 
!h^'clln>ast ' of his abiHty in the prbmo* 
ion of the vi^ws of his ludjr, aiid, Itila 
cf.^ days,^ the wb4d« 6f the 'v&hi^ble H« 
iraiy of -Sir Frederick FitEOrnibtid, 
inth «a v^stT accession ' of the-rndsC ap^ 
>)*oved pubKcdtionis of theday; Was mi 
ts w^ to Devonshire; • ^' ' ". u^r-t 

A w^eik had €fla{>sed since th^ books 
I8M) beeiv^^ss^t forwahl,' whten Lady 
Vf^gana ireeeivad froth one of her 
lomestiiTti.til letter, which had been ju^ 
iifl into his l^ands'by a footmatt, with 
HI express desire that it should be del- 
ivered immedfat^ly. ' Alarmed at a 
iirbnm^tance so no^et and unexpected 
(6r dAjfe imd deceived' ^ thither message 
KM' conHntinication^ since her seclusion, 
ixcept n Verbal errand ' ' from jLady 

la 
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Teaaewell) she hastily broke the sea^ 
md read as follows-^ 

^'MadaiB, 
^'I scarcely know h^w to 4Kdicil 
your pardon of aa act of the most in* 
famous oahire aad tMdency ; but, ly* 
iug a$ I «ai» at the point of deaths I 
irast I may without the charge of pre* 
jumptioa hope ibr your forgiveness ta 
soothe the moment of disfiolutioik Yoa 
are probably aware of the circulation 
of a report respecting a Connection be* 
iwixt yowsdfand me. I was tlie base 
i^riginator of tins infamow Adahood^ 
urged by tbe devil to t^venge myself 
for your coc^ness towards me, andyoof 
rejection of my suit, I imparted the 
lale to my relation, Lad^ Norwood, 
and from her the rumour quickly 
spread through the fa^iionatbleMu-clea, 
aud occasioned an immediate alteratioa 
iathe conduct of your £rieadsj both 
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Qwards yourself and my happy rival! 
lir Edward HilTeraon., I have b^n so^ 
il^ as to countenance ttie report when^ 
ver I have bad the opportunity offered 
ne ; but I now aulhoriae you to nyake 
rublic this my direct and pos^itive cotU 
radiction of every calumny which has^ 
►een in> circulation respecting any con^ 
lection betwixt us, other than what has 
lean sirictly pure and honourable. H 
his retraction should restore your hap*^ 
riness^ it will relieve my soul of one of 
ihose numerous crimes which oppress 
md sink it to destruction. I die by the 
land of one whom I have iiVjtired f 
kf ay Heaven have mercy on me \ And 
et raeintreatyoumadamtosetida word 
^f comfort to the unhappy aind dying 

]Udj Morgana waa bbtftHr-^strAd^.^i^. 
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reateling this confession of perfidy. 
She co'jld not have conceived that 
Lord Linmore would have been j;uiHy 
of a conduct so atrocious^so remote from 
every principle of honour. How 
changed was his tone and manner from 
what it was wont to be. . No longer 
t \e proud^ the spirited peer : tlie first 
to resent the slightest insult: 'the adr 
iniration of the female, and tlie euv/ 
of the male part of fashionable, society. 
Nowy fallen^ penitent, dyings the victini 
of bis folly^intemperance and dishonour- 
able conduct ;. the pity and derisiod of 
thatworid which had envied or adored 
hi«>; Bijing fpr pardon for hia ofibjnce$; 
anxious to lightep his soul of oaeof 
his crimes : afraid to meet that death, 
which he had so often faced in a paltry 
duel for some trivial object ! What a 
sad instance of the woeful vermtility 
of human affairs ^ like herself he had 
ffhooe ^ like herself he bad f^lten : but 
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there wem- these strikiiig drfterenceff 
m theHv fate ;~4ie fen '^crush^ heii^tli^ 
aiHidtipIicmlion of crimes ;' shi^ was the 
prey of a single act €£]g;i]4ll'c hU fall Wkif 
fatal, irretre viable, for ever 'r she had- 
the op{x)rtuhity to devote her life to 
peiMtenibe, to-tlie obliteriEition of her' 
dfience iii the eyes of Heiaven ; sh^ 
■high* 3W taste of bope^ of j^y, of : hap^ 
ptniesiJ?' she ^mightiiufiVri punishnieDt 
for k tiitie, buje tlie mercy of her maker 
would one day be extetaded tbwafd» 
her : he could not remunevatxe those h# 
bad iiij«red> but she might perforoir 
actk of benevolence toTCards her fellow 
creatures^ she might rblieve.the disr- 
tressed, feed tlie hungt^, clothe the 
naked, and alleviate the sufferings of 
the children 'of misfortune ; she might 
ttlease the captive^ and by the purify--' 
|hg ablutions of charity wash off the 
foul stain which she had attached to 
hetself i^ he was summoned directly t(^ 
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answer for his crimes at the bar of 
Heaven, but she tiNSis alloived time to 
prepare for her trial, and tp. Avert the 
aager of Ihe Almig.bty. 

She resolved to make public th^ lel^ 
ler from Lord Litimore,. without detay^ 
k.was au.act of justice 4tie fee herseilf^ 
to wipe off the uumeritedobloqagrwhicli 
scaudAi md maligoily bad attaehcd to 
hef mtt^ t since the wei^bt. of aotual 
guilt whiiob oppressed her was sufll* 
^ntl^. bttodiea^ooie, witbdot tbe : sii« 
perfluous aiddiUrion of imputbd : chargm^ 
unwarranted by her ^comhieiii . *Tbe 
refutation of the base oalumnies abooU 
therefore be coaunjanicated to thd world 
through the medium of those prihtB 
which were circulated io the ineridiaii 
of fashion ; and ^ibus the censocioui 
circles which had made so free with 
her character would seek . some nevir 
object on which to lavish their indi^ 
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criminate effusioEis, But it was equally 
an act ol duty to pardon the penitent 
iLinmore : his offence was weighty, but 
the vengeance of Heaven )iad overr 
taken him ; and it becaaie her» as she 
hoped for forgiveness for her sinful. be<> 
bavioor^ to console the last moments gf 
the afflicted culprit, whose soul miis^. 
be sufficiently lacerated by the '^ stingf ^ 
and 'arrows' ' of affliction. and compunc«» 
tioii. She^ accordingly, took lier peo^. 
and a few moments produced the foU 
Idwiog reply*-^ ' 



fC 



My I>>rd- 



'^Mucb as I am grieved and mortl^^ 
fled by the contents of your note, !• 
most readily consent to expunge from, 
my reoolleo.tioB the share which you 
have taken in effecting my degradation i 
in the eyes of the worlds A conscious^ 
nesa of my own inoocence has sufficed t 

15. 
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to ^tipport me und^ • this unmerited 
calumny ; but as my former associates 
can only form their opinions of my 
conduct from what they may see or 
hear, I feel myself fcorapelled by a sense 
of duty, to give that publicity to your 
t<^rdshi^*s letter which may serve to re- 
move the unfavourable impressions that 
have owed their origin to thebkse ru- 
TOoUr. Your lords hip's knowledge of 
the world has, doubtless^ taught you 
"how to appreciate properly the valae 
of character,and a momentary recur- 
rence to this knowledge will be a suffi- 
cient apology for the measure I propose 
to adopt. I beg to express my hopes that 
your lordship may yet live to obliterate 
by an - honourable line of behayiourj 
the offences which, at this. moment 
press upon you so heavily* 

I am. &c. 
^ Morgana Meredith.'? 
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:^ When Lady Morgana^ l^^iransmit* 
ted this reply, she>fb!t' herself eased of • 
some part of her burden. . Her chu-r 
racter. would be cleared before tlie world*, 
and, philosopher as she .supposed her-t 
self to be, she was by no nneans insensi- 
ble to theapplaiuse lii^iienSute of her 
fellow 'Creatures. The ideas which the.: 
report of her base cdnaection with iJ^x^i 
Linmore had jgiven .i»$e to, Ijnd loogi 
wdgbed down her spirUssi^nd ;f aqsedr 
her a degree of wretcb^uesa but little 
imferior to that whioh^was; occasionej^tf 
hy^JBense.of.^fictual guilt. rXbis pairt<iP$ 
ker • glbom». . howevjer^ li wsw w>Ff j f^k^, 
pelled, and thei d iscebpect; wj th. w hich 

she I hieul ! ineeti treatedsr:WQul4 of itself 

• I 

eaqiihe sfaDitly/wtlaienllt^ .flame Miduld 
cease to be . siipported by. fresh fudL 
F«ll of this hopis^shejsent copies of rLonl 
Linmdre^S' Iflter t6 £ttfdlx : papers icr^fae 
consid^rckiftajifi thd mtot pro^r f or lt| 



/ 



ISO _ 

Thre^ dnyft'after tfae^dis^atdhi of fifer 
reply to Linmore's note, ber Is^iysbip 
ivas apprised of bis death, by the fol- 
lowing plragrapb which appeared in^ 
the daily prints. 

*^ Fatal duei-^^On Monday momiDg 
an iaffdir of hoDonr took place io Hyde^ 
^ark^ between Lord Linmore and Sir 
H^rrey Dovrndry, in coilsequeiice of 
the former having been detected in at*- 
tempting to seduce the affections oC Sir 
llervey's lady from her husband. After 
firing two cases of pistols each^ 4be ba*^ 
ronet received bis antagonist's Imll ia 
his ri^ht aron ^nd at the same Ukstilat 
his Lordship was mortally wbuhd^d i!^ 
his left breast. He Kngered vintil lasl 
nighty when he expired in the arms of 
h\9 attendants^ havings with hia Ia$t 
breath acquitted Sir Hervey! of aUahart 
of the. Vl»m^ of: tbe melaticboly tiwH 
saction. The wound of tbe .^oMt is 
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eonsj^rcd in a foirway of leco/fetyr^ 
the bfiU. b&vidg been extracted.'' 

A& she read this account, her ladjc^ 
ship heaved a deep sigh to the memorifr^ 
^f an utib^pj yottliiyJwho hstd^bee^' 
ODce the object of uuiverwl^ildlinh'atioir. 
and imitalioD. in^higli. Iife^ and wihose 
atteatiOM a£ that: period were ftir firom^ 
being diaagreeab}^ to h^rfelf»l She re^ 
gretted. that talents anch as his^sfaoQld^ 
kaye .be6iii perverted^to the vilest pur#( 
poses ;4iiidKtb{ity.aiiiply fitted as he wa» 
by hia ):4u»lb id lifot to aspire tohonora^ 
of the most distinguishing nature>. tbtt 
depravity of : his* habits and hk porsliit* 
ihouU havtf OQunteracted the ^orts df 
nature in his behaK^ and have, uki^ 
matelyt precipitated hint into desinpc^^ 
tioQ. The abuse of those abilities which. 
tiature andeduoatton^had given to htio^ 
)M^!08'tiojtio be .risckoned amongst thfe 
lieask o£ ttb'4^mei^i. aiiioe be perverted 
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that which was originaHy desigiiecl for 
an ornament to himself and a beiiefit to 
society, into a disgrace to himself, and a 
means.of committing wider and more 
desperate depredations on his^ fellow 
creatures. Early^SH' youth a dissipated 
mind had producediaileiife^ed-framey 
and a complication of dis^rders^ resist- 
ing from his own imprudent indu]gen- 
eies, continually [^spend^'O^er. his 
head the sword of fate. ' His uariform; 
Attendance at the gtening: tahle, and 
his fondness for; deep plaj^i^liai^* Feidoced 
kis purse to as low'an ebb^ akiiMs^don^ 
jtitution, and at the age of f W6nty*five, 
hSi fcHifid himself possessed bf the.sha- 
dow^of the title Without a substahce^and 
it was at this monient that lie sought to 
repair his shattered fortunes outof-^tbe 
atbAwdan t \ stores ' of i ... Lady M<^rgana. 
But '^ the. appearance of* Sw- Edward 
'Hilvemon snipped, the yoohg^ peer^ 
hopes is^be bud^ ^aQd^sonipelkd- him to 
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seek in some new quarter, an object 
mor^sensibleof-his attractions. 

The publication of Lady Morg ana's 
exculpation produced a poweiful effect 
in the fashionable world ^ the moutha 
which had beenopenedwide in pouring 
forth anathemas against her,, and in 
liolding her up as a warniug to those 
with whom they were connected, were 
at once closed in silence, and some^w^ 
more liberal than the others, and mon^ 
disposed to follow the rules' of strict 
justice, even ventured to l»peak in her 
praise. Her return to high life and her 
re-emersioh into the world, were alone 
wanting to complete her triumph ; and 
this step was looked for by all classes 
with more than common earfiestness 
and anxiety. Cards were again left at 
her house, and a crowd of elegant equi« 
pages' environed her doors' for' many 
successive mornings, but no effect, was 
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produced by thiadispositibn to rec^ire 
her agaia< into^ the poUsbed oipcles) 
ILady Morgana returned not the Visits ;. 
her card was left at none of her friends j, 
h«r carriage remained locked up» and 
her horses eat their cpr^ without, inter* 
raption or labour. Whiat could be the 
leason of this^ strange conduct ? It wat^ 
monstrously provoking !: nay» more, ii 
waa absolutely unpolished,, rude in the 
extreme i^ I^dj0^g9iiiK was not accus* 
tomed too^pPnoh slightsto her friends s; 
nor wasitlffiely that such a change in her 
conduct could be produced by any other* 
than a powerful motive. But the difficulty. 
was to discover this motive. It might be 
ft very pure and very proper one, but who 
eould answer for this? It might on 
the other hand be one of a very op- 
posite nature, and who could say to 
the Gontrsiry?. The letter said to be 
from Lord- Linmore might be only 
• forgery, intended to prop her sinking 
character} this waa^ not impossible!: 



She dughty therefore to be caUed on ^ 
prQduilB the original notet before she 
&him)(d receive any further visits i This 
HlfM accordingly resolMd on } hot a 
weejc elapsed, and Lady Margana paid 
no AtlenticHi to their wishes ; it was ex^ 
pressly impertiuent, and no one could 
defend such impropriety of behaviour.. 
Lady TeaMweli^ the' soul and oracle of 
riander» was resorted tain tliis dilemma; 
she was accustcMned to- be op terms of 
|lw elosest intimacy wi^ Lady Mor*^ 
gana, and it was probable . she 4nigfat 
tein possession of some circumstances 
which might throw a light on this ap* 
partot^mystery. fint Lady Teazewdfj, 
was» ottfortinrntely nor wisitr than tbem^ 
selves; she had left her card, bul^ like 
the . others^ she had been totally diire^ 
gacded ; she had> indeed, gone ,^S 
further^ and had called many tioiis ta 
attempt to obtain admittance to the re^ 
dose, but it was. all in vain ;^and» thd 
Last time, being particularly ^ressia^v 
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she received '^a message »'^ thit ' Lady 
Morgana wished her health and4la(>pH 
nessi but tegrelted that hefstritt'^ter* 
mi nation to withdraw iirojnher'^ forflifer 
associations, ' left her ii^6t the pdwefr to 
admit her visits any loilgdr.*' •• Morti- 
fying as this repulse w^V Lady Teaze- 
weU was compelled ta acquiesce^in it f 
but, yet unwilling^ to k>sef iier '«bj;ect^ 
she . endeavoured . to tamper with* the 
domestics, and bribb them to satisfy heh 
as to the cause of their, mistrese'a) wt 
elusion. But herej her eiOforts wera^, 
equally unsuccessful, and she- was finally 
obliged toquitihetr pursuit after infpmi&^ 
tion in this interesti^ subjet^^ aodtoi 
return hoihe. highly incensed j choaking 
with angei?^ and half bursting with the 
violence of ' her nngratified curiosityv* 
She was, consequently, unable to^gra-. 
tify her numerous enquirers with^ any 
new facts, and she had the fate of her 
test invention toa fresh in lier memory* 
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to permit her to hazard aby novel spet 
culatkm on such an intricate and ob^ 
scure topic. The consequence of this 
general disappoidtment soon :became 
evident. :Lady Morgana's hoiise was. 
no longer infested by carriages ; and> 
by degrees> her name became leas fre- 
quently mentioned in fashionable cir? 
cle&; the. subject wearied itself 6ut and 
was denominated a, boQ^, t iinti}» at 
lengths treacberpu;»; vHetnoxy^^ lost her 
very images apd her nwie 90d 4alk : he* 
came obsolete in the vocftbulary of high 
Itfe. 

. Lady Morgana's behaviour was 
marked with consistency abd resola«» 
tion. She constantly persevered in her 
determination to resist every attempt 
which might be made to draw heragain 
to those circles to which she Was grow« 
ing daily more and more, indifferent 
It is true she felt some, pain and reluc* 
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tonee when she felt herself cOmpellecl 
lo behave with rudeness Uy those wha 
had noade caUs upon her, and left their 
cards ^ but slie feared to ei^c into any 
Mrt of correspondence with them, lest 
their entreaties and arguments should 
prodjQce a change of resolution. Lady 
Teazewell^ however>^ was. not so easily 
JEunted^and as LadjcMorgana was wei) 
aware that her i4sits were intended 
rather to gpattQr lierown curiosity, and 
gain some infonmttion as to the motives 
which actuated her conduct^ sh|^ fM\^ 
tated not to send her a message which 
Completely repulsed her, and sent her 
away morm^ng at the incivility which 
had been shewn towards her,, and la« 
menting the fastidiousness of her ci^ 
tf€tHri»# friend,, which had thus frustrated 
her ardent search after knowledge. As 
soon as she had tlhus ridded herself of all 
her acquaintanceSjLady Morgana found 
l^rself more cc(in posed and firm in her 
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intention, and she only waited to re- 
ceive a letter from her steward, to take 
her leave of the gay, but to herself 
unattractive scenes, of the giddy metro* 
polis, arul to take up her- abode where 
nature presided, and spread her beau* 
teous aod varied store for the gratifi* 
cation of the conteaipUiti v e miodU 

Three weeks had already elapsed of 
the month which Lady Morgana had 
allowed herself for befr removal, and she 
began to grow seriously uncomfortable 
at the sjlence of her steward, especially 
as she feared that a delay of another 
fortnight, would unavoidably caus^ a 
still more considerable procrastinatioii 
of her intention } and the autumn would^ 
by that time» have been still further ad* 
vauced. While her thoughts were j^et 
em ployed on tlije sul^eot^ a letter jfrom 
Mr. FoYfh wa3 put into her band, and 
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breakhig the seal with the utmost anx- 
iety, she read as follows — 

** Madam, 
^ It gives me pain that I am unable 
to give that prompt execution to your 
hidysltip^ wishes which I had hoped 
and intended. Owing to some sudden 
casualty of a domestic nature, the pre- 
sent tenants of the cottage will not be 
able to leave the residence before ano- 
ther month, and I have assented to 
this iEirrangement, considering that I 
^ould be acting contrary to your lady- 
ship^s wisheij», as w6ll as committing an 
butrage on my own feelings bad I, by 
kh opposition to their request, added to 
those sorrows which are already suffi- 
cfently siBvere. I have, however, ob- 
tained leave to make a few internal at 
tenrtidns, whrch will considerably fa- 
bilitate your entrance iipon this lovely 
4spot ^ and I have the happiness to ia- 
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fovm your ladyship . that the whole of 
the valuable collection of books is ar* 
xived in perfeqt safety^ and is deposited 
in an unused room« 

" I h^ye the honor to be, ♦ 

"Your ladyship's most faithful 
; :" servant, ^ 

** James Powis/* . • 

Tbis letter was a sad blow to the 
i)opQ^ add arrangements of Lady Morr 
gai^a^ and,for ^moment^sbe was inclined 
t^ i;^nswe the benevolent .conduct of 
her steward in so readily acceding to 
t\m request of the occupiers of the cot^^ 
tage. The sentiment, however, was but 
of a moment's dnrati<Mi, and reason and 
reflectiootaiigbt her to valne ber agent 
jthe: more for tbjat forbearance which a 
momentary feeling of di«appoinUnen.t^ 



had nearly led li^r to condemn* She 
yvoxxXA rather suffer some inconvenience 
herself^ and dispense with the solitude 
in which she had wished to plunge her^ 
self before she was compelled to endure 
the penalty of her offence, thati add to 
the pangs which misfortune bad caused. 
Yet another month, nay perhaps dou- 
ble that space, was a long time to look 
forward ; and, perhaps, she was des* 
tined to sink under the pains which she 
was about to endure, and might never 
be per^nitted to taste the felicity which 
her im^g-ibatioil'-bad; pictured in* the 
future enjoyoMinls of penitence and 
hope.- It was wrong, however^ thus te 
anticipate evil ; Heaven was merciful, 
and, she flattered herself, would still 
grant her a period for the expression of 
her regret, and the practise of those 
iduties which might render the retros- 
pect of her life less intolerable, and 
het prospect more teaming with delight 
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and happiness. She thei'efbre* resolved 
to hope for the best, and to fortffy her* 
mind against the* period of her afflic-* 
tions, that bhe might bear with resig- 
nation and a patient jenduraiice, the 
suflferings whidl resulted from Kferot^n 
guilty career. ' • , 
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Having thus reconciled herself to 
this distraction of her arrangements,' 
Lady Morgana vprbte to her steward, 
dna desired hirh to make every prdpa-; 
ratfoni which could be acc'ompti^siied, 
Withoxii invarfihgthe 'conhifQ^t^ tJf the 
present inhabitants, WHdhi sHe wotild 
hot, by' any means distress 'in^-tfefe nioii 
tf^rii rtaYiilerV'!Slie'-%Vlce' Jil i'eVifis of 
the highest commendation of his hu- 
Tttane behatvibui*, alia ^ekhoh^ Mta to 
continue to aict ou^he'sam%^'pWlici]rfei 
in ail' m futiir^ iiit^cVitifs^ Willi' efieih;' 
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was now fully oc<Qupie<] in preparations 
for the approaching change in tiet situa- 
tion, so that her hours were not .per- 
mitted to hang heavily on her hand^ 
and she found less leisure than ever to 
think of her former pursuits and ac- 
quaintauQe. Alternate hopes anid 
alarms predominated in her breast; 
and the fear of public shame was gra- 
dueiily absorbed in the more formidable 
apprehensions for her personal safety* 
Her situation was not less astonishinig 
than novel, and the strange feelings and 
emotions which assailed her, induced 
her, at some moments to imagine, that 
the very .nature of her being was 

* * « ■ 

changed by the enormity of her offefkoe^ 

» f 

At length the distressing and deli- 

cate moment arrived, when all her 

hopes were accomplished and her « fears 

dispersed; when the severity of agony 

jraye jvay tp th^. , most e^j^tafic delights 
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god WlM»^ ^ %eMl^[lfer»^If filling n 
Bew situatibn^.whtchV if ^nctifiedby 
legal ilesi . weiitd r hare constituted het 
greatest happiness: Bot the name 6f 
mother brought with it, under the pre- 
iient45wrawfiilx4Kmiiistanees, a power- 

tut accession of shame ; she saiv faer 
guilt assomeamore substantial appear* 
ance, and shuddei'ed while she coq^ 
fessed the purky and necessity of that 
justice, which- required tbat the fruit 
of. the crime should be erer before the 
eyes of the ^efnder, to remind her of 
her own culpabrlity^^nd to enforce upon 
her the uniform necessity of humility 
and compunction. When the infant lay 
extended before her, she was incessantly 
urged to draw the comparison between 
what she had been, and what she now 
was, and what she should have beeA» 
but for the unhappy consequence of a 
momentary submission to lawless pas- 
sion. Then would the image of Sic ^4* 






ward fleet beibre^!tl|r eye of ^ Wfancj^ 
of that Sirl^d^ard.to whose affections 
she ought to have possessed ^ . l^al 
claim, and whp wa^ become doubly 
dear to her since the recent :circuai« 
stance, which. bad dra^n mQr&clpseljr 
ihe bouas VvhicH united^.them. As sbq 
contemplated the infant ims^e of jhim 
whom she loved, the briny tears would 
force a pa^sa^e down her cheeks, and 
repeated and he^vy sighs would betray 
the nature and ext^t of the agitation 
caused in her breast. But, on a sudden 
the infant sickened, and a mother's 
anxiety was strained to the utmosi 
pitch ; she would watch over her infant, 
thememoriai of her imprudence ; and, 
as she viiewed its features agonised by 
pain, and marked the pallid hues of its 
countenance, the idea of Sir Edward's 
dishonourable desertion of her, and 
of her own unjbappy situation, were 
completely lost in her fears for th? 
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$afety of herxhUrlffb^ ^yi^3f fifibrt proved 
ia vaiqi an^. before one reyolymg weejt 
had^hed. i^. strength upon tlie Tieak 
miniature of man. it breathed out its 
unfl^difed soul, and returned to the 
dust whence it came* 
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The feelings of Lady Morgana on 

this occasion, are not to be. described : 

»» \ '.11. 

she kissed her Hfeless babe, and wept 
over its inaniamte form> until her me* 
dical attendant, fearful of the conse? 
quences which might ensue from such 
unrestrained and continued affliction, 
ordered it to be removed Irom her sight. 
When the unhapyy culprit xnissed her 
infant, she gave way to a nevir gush of 
sorrow which had nearly proved fatal 
to her : but the care of tliose around 
her, and the influence of returning rea-* 
son, restored her wasted strength, and 
she was soon enabled to review her loss 
with fortitude and composure. .From 
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<So?eredv and a few' weeks^cdn&^ement 
atid canfiott enabled her once tt^pee to 
Iteave her apartmenty. am) left her at li- 
berty to ttrrn her thoughts towards her 
departtire from tbc^naetropolisy fbrthe- 
late events had established her reso- 
lution to seclude herself from the world, 
upon a still firmer atid tnore substantial 
basis. She had scarciely regained her 
strength, when she received intelligence 
that the former residents at the cottage 
had entirely quitted it, and that the ne- 
cessary improvements and decorations- 
were completed, so as to render it ready 
for the reception of its new- occu- 
pier. 

When Lady Morgana understood 
this, she delayed no longer than to su- 
perintend the packing of her valuables, 
and having left directions for the dispo- 
sal of her house and furniture in Caven* 
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dish-Squall, Itnd having' taken a last 
farewel of a^lene wbich habit had ren« 
dereci s^ famitiar to her^she mounted her 
raniagf'i^jast asthe day begaff to dawn 
and the rising sun beheld her several 
miles from the raetropoli?, the distant 
.spires of which stUl: lingered in view, 
and excited a transient depression in 
the mind of Laciy Morgana, as she gave 
ivay^to the pirobability that she should 
never more behold them. 
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